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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


PALESTINIAN LEADER CALLS POR WIDER REPRESENTATION WITHIN PLO 
Kuwait AL=-WATAN in Arabic 25 Jun 80 p 14 


[Interview with ‘Abd-ai-Fattah Ghanim, member of Political Bureau of 
Palestine Liberation Frout by Ibrahim al-Barghuthi; date and place not given] 


[Text] Abd al-Fattah Ghanim, member of the Political Bureau of the 
Palestine Liberation Front (PLF) said that the Zionist enemy w‘ll increase 
terrorism and assassination attempts against members of national movements 
in the occupied territories, follow‘ng his attempts to assassinate three 
West Bank mayors. 


He called for representation of all organizations (Palestine Liberation 
Front, Popular Front, Palestine Communist Organization, and People's 
Resistance Front) on the executive committee and all other institutions 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). He called for an end to 
individualist and autocratic actions and internal alignme:ts. He asked 
for severance of links between the PLO and reactionary syribols and per- 
sonalities in the occupied territories, as well as a decrvase in the 
number of independents on the PLO executive committee. 


In an exclusive interview with AL-WATAN, he warned against attempts to 
dress up the European initiative, which is nothing more than an extension 
to the Camp David agreements, resting on the same set of premises. Here 
is the interview: 


Uprising in the Occupied Territories 


[Question] What is your assessment of the present situation in the occupied 
territories following the assassination attempts on three West Bank mayors? 


[Answer] The growing uprising of the masses in the occupied homeland is 
assuming unique dimensions characterized by the offensive nature of the 
uprising against occupation forces and Zionist set-lements in the occupied 
territories; the defeat of the Israeli decision to expel the fighter 
Bassam al-Shak'ah; and the forcing of the Zionist enemy to cancel the Alon 
Moreh settlement. The popular movement in the occupied homeland is clearly 
taking on universal dimensions. In addition to widespread uprisings on 





the West Bank, solidarity movements have appeared in the triangle and 
Haifa, and the uprising has moved to the Gaza sector, All these develop- 
ments have forced the enemy to form, so to speak, 4 secret Israeli army 
along the lines of what the French did in Algeria, when the balance of 
power satarted to swing in favor of the continuously growing movement of 
the masses. 


1 would like to discuss two incidents. The first is the expulatonof the 
mayors of Hebron and Halhul as well as the sharia judge of Hebron. In 

the past, Israe! attempted to give ite repressive and fascist deeds an 
appearance of so-called legitimacy, andexpulsion of Arab nationals required 
the consent of higher Israeli courts. However, the Israeli ministry of 
defense this time dispensed with these formalities and gave orders to hand 
over the three fighters--Fahd al-Qawasmah, Muhammad Milhim, and Shay'kh 
Rajab al-Tamimi- <irectly to the forces of the Israeli agent, Sa'd Haddad 
in southern Lebanon. The second incident is the recent criminal attempt 
to assassinate the brother fighters, Bassam al-Shak'ali, Karim Khalaf, 

and Ibrahim al~Tawil, which marks a transition of the government of the 
[Israeli enemy into open gangsterism. We believe that what is going on can 
only be the beginning of a real predicament for Israeli occupiers of our 
lands. This predicament is revealed in the sharp exchange of accusations 
between Weizman and Begin, and between Weizman and Barlev, in a clear 
attempt on the pert of enemy leaders to clear themselves of responsibility 
for what is going on in the occupied territories. 


We can clearly see the growing influence of the Palestinian national cause 
in the fact that the three fighters’ expulsion became an international 
issue discussed by the UN Security Council. The expusion of al-Shak'abh a 
tew months ago was also of interest to the entire international community. 
The UN General Assembly took a clear stand at the time, holding that the 
Israeli decision was illegal. We can also emphasize that the criminal 
actions of the government of the terrorist Begin have been totally exposed. 
This is so much so, that American imperialism itself was unable to use its 
veto in the Security Council in the face of the complete unanimity of all 
other members in condemning the expusion and calling for the return of the 
three fighters. 


In our estimation, these developments cali for more advanced forms of 
popular resistance, which will entail redevelopment of the existing 
organizational structure in the occupied homeland. This calls particularly 
for merging ali elements of the Palestine revolution and all national and 
democratic forces into the Palestine National Front. It also calls for 
providing the necessary assistance to secure the steadfastness of the 
Palestine National Front in its struggle against the Zionist forces of 
occupation; severing links with reactionaries such as Hikmat al-Masri, 
Rashad al-Shawa, Elias Fray, and Anwar Nusaybah; and channelling funds 
appropriated to support the steadfastness of our people in the occupied 
homeland in such a way as to actually serve the steadfastness of our 
national organizations. 














National Council Meeting 


[Question] In the Light of your analysis and the 15th meeting of the 
Palestine National Council, what should be achieved politically and 
organizationally by this session? 


{Answer} At the 14th meeting of the Palestine National Council, revolu- 
tionary groups agreed on a step-by-step political program. In spite of 
this, the organizational program decided upon at that meeting faltered. 
Important and dangerous new political developments have taken place since 
that meeting, namely, the complete switch of the Egyptian regime to the 
camp of the historic enemies of the Palestine revolution and Arab Liberation 
movement; the overthrow of imperialism's agent in Iran; the achievement of 
several victories by world forces of liberation in Afghanstan, Zimbabvwe, 
and Nicaragua, and the growing efforts of the reactionary imperialist- 
Zionist alliance to impose its aggressive plans on the Arab world, the 
most obvious example of which is the autonomy talks. In addition, there 
have been attempts to dress up the European initiative, which is nothing 
more than an ex.ension of the Camp David agreements and is based on the 
same objective of destroying the exclusive legitimate representation 
character of the PLO. 


These important new political developments call for a clear position 
regarding the European initiative which would unmask its sponsors and the 
dangerous schemes they intend to finesse through it in our area. The PLO 
is the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. Any form 
of delegation of authority or attmept to create a partner for the PLO in 
representing our people is rejected. 


The revolutionary situation in Lebanon must also be given special attention, 
since the Lebanese theater is the major center of gravity and impact on 

the Palestinian revolution. This requires strengthening bonds of militant 
relations and common destiny with the Lebanese National Movement, end 
preventing the fascists and isolationists from achieving their progi ams 

in Lebanon. These programs are just another facet of the Camp David 
agreements. It is also necessary to attach special importance to the 
struggle of the masses in the occupied territories, to intensify military 
operations against the occupation, and tostick to armed conflict as the 
primary form of the national Palestinian struggle at this stage. 


The National Council must also emphasize the importance of the Jordanian 
arena, since it contains huge segments of the energies of our Palestinian 
people, and should once more become a focal point of the Palestinian 
revolution. This calls for intensifying the struggle for the right of 
the Palestinian revolution to exist in Jordan, and to use that country as 
a base. The National Council must challenge all attempts to place re- 
strictions and difficulties in the way of the free movement of our 
Palestinian people in most Arab countries. 





Emphasis must also be placed on regarding American imperialism as the 
principal enemy of the Palestinian revolution. The role of the PLO within 
the steadfastness and Resistance Front must be reinforced, 


"No," to the Policy of Internal Alignments 


On the organizational front: In order to make it possible for these political 
positions to be faithfully translated into practice, we must have the organi- 
zational tool to do so creatively and realistically. We should be free of 
individualist or autocratic action or of internal alignments which aim at 
dividing our united national effort and weaken national Palestinian 

solidarity at this time. 


On this basis, we in the PLF believe that it is quite necessary to represent 
all elements of the revolution and national democratic forces, including 
the Palestine Communist Organization of the West Bank, on the executive 
committee of the PLO and all its subsidiary organizations within a frame- 
work of close national unity. At the same time, we see the necessity of 
decreasing the number of independents on the executive committee and other 
institutions of the PLO, while increasing representation of mass organiza- 
tions, so that members of these institutions may become accountable in 
their work to elements of the people. 


The best message that the Palestine National Council could send to our 
people in the occupied territories, in appreciation of their valiant up- 
rising, would be for it to unite national forces by defeating American 
imperialist plans embodied in the Camp David agreements, the autonomy 
conspiracy, and the European initiative. It should also move to escalate 
national resistance to destroy the occupation and enable the Palestinian 
people to determine their own destiny and create a democratic nation in 
their homeland. 


I would like to point out the democratic nature of the Palestinian revolu- 
tion during the past years. Democratic commitment requires persistent 
efforts to deepen democratic practices within every element of the Pales- 
tinian revolution and among all ranks of its national progressive forces. 
This is based on our belief that promoting democracy releases the energies 
of our Palestinian masses and channels them in the service of our national 
interest during the inevitable struggle against our enemies. 


9669 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


PALESTINIAN LEADER DISCUSSES MIDEAST, CRITICIZES PLO, FATAH 


Kuwait AL=SIYASAH in Arabic 22 Aug 80 p 17 





[Interview with Nayif Hawatimah, in Beirut; date not given} 


[Text] For 3 long hours, AL-SITYASAH discussed with the secretary general 
of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), Nayif 
Hawatimah, the Middle East's hottest problems. The interview dealt with 
Lebanon, the Arab world, and issue. of international import. Items dis- 
cussed included terrorism, the wave of political assassinations, the war 
in Lebanon and what lies ahead for that country, American interests and 
inter-Palestinian relations. The text of the interview follows: 


[Question] The Palestine National Council (PNC) was expected to hold a 
new session late in August of this year, Have you reached an agreement 
with the other Palestine resistance groups on what might be accomplished? 


[Answer] The committee in charge of preparations for the next council 
session has set up an agenda aimed at ironing out differences over po'i- 
tical and organizational issues, as well as reaching a consensus on 
future plans of action. We can say at this point that we are moving in 
a positive direction. Our hope is that our aspirations will be trans- 
lated into concrete action. The agenda includes a number of the more 
important political issues facing the Palestinian revolution and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Foremost among these are: 


1. The situation in the occupied territories and Israeli plans; 
oe © 


2. The Camp David alliance and possible developments as a result of 
the impending changes in Israel's political leadership; 


3. An assessment of Palestinian-Jordanian relations in the light of 2 
years of work by joint committees; 


4. An assessment of Palestinian-Arab relations in the light of our 
experience of the past 20 months, with particular emphasis on recent 
serious Arab moves that could jeopardize our cause and endanger 
directly the position of the resistance movement and the PLO. 








5. An assessment of the [recent] political moves by West European 
countries leading to the Venice declaration of 13 June 1980, and the 
subsequent moves by the United States, which are expected to intensify 
after the November elections. 


In addition, the council must consider potential American-Israeli efforts 
to rescue the hard-pressed Camp David accords and push them to completion. 
All these massive political issues demand the attention of the council. 
Furthermore, the actions of the PLO during the past 20 months in connec- 
tion with the phased political program which the PLO has endorsed, are 
giving rise to many legitimate questions among our people and fighters. 
The PLO does not appear to have lived up to its commitments in this re- 
gard. In fact many significant PLO actions have been contradictory to 
the phased program, and have failed to serve the interests of the Pales- 
tinian people or to advance its case with respect to self-determination 
and the creation of an independent state. These actions have also failed 
to advance the unconditional return of other occupied Arab territories. 
On the contrary, PLO actions have, in one form or another, fallen in 

line with Western plans in general and with the Camp David accords in 
particular. Of particular concern in this connection is the 5-point 
program advanced by Khalid al-Hasan. 


All these issues are on the agenda of the planning committee. The 
agenda also includes a number of organizational matters dealing with the 
occupied territory; the need to implement the PNC's resolution of January 
1979, which called for beefing up resistance in the occupied territory; 
and a review of the PLO's organizational structure and makeup for the 
purpose of carrying out democratic reform which would check the detri- 
mental influence of corrupt, bureaucratic elements. These are the 
problems on the agenda of the planning committee, and we are in the 
process of debating them. Our hope is that they will receive full and 
serious attention and that we will succeed in agreeing on a number of 
political, organizational and military decisions, which, collectively, 
will form a modest, but qualitative improvement in the posture of the 
resistance movement and the PLO. 


[Question] What are the chances of reaching such an agreement? 


{[Answer| That does not depend on us alone; it depends on the various 
resistance groups and their willingness to accept a common denominator, 
a joint policy that is more effective than the one pursued so far. The 
agreement reached at the last session of the PNC was a big step forward. 
Unfortunately, that agreement was not put into practice on the political 
or organizational level. Example: The phased program is against favor- 
ing the new American-West European initiative, and contradicts the 
position expounded by Khalid al-Hasan during his tour of Western Europe. 





The organizational program adopted at the last session of the PNC empha- 
sized collective leadership of the revolution and the PLO from top to 











bottom. However, during the past 20 months, we have witnessed repudia- 
tion of collective leadership and efforts by individuals to gain and 
monopolize control. We shall attempt at the next council session to 

scale our decisions to our actual ability to implement them. We would 
thus avoid creating a glaring gap between our ability to adopt resolu- 
tions and our ability to carry them out as happene’ it the last 

session. Example: During the last council session, guidelines were 

laid down for Palestinian-Jordanian relations in the best interests of 
both peoples and the Arab nation at large. These guidelines were designed 
to insure implementation of the Baghdad summit conference resolutions deal- 
ing with Palestinian-Jordanian relations and other resolutions resulting 
from previous Arab summit conferences. The joint committees, however, 
failed to implement these guidelines. 


We are determined that the next session should remedy this situation and 
generate resolutions which can be implemented. We must also end the 
struggle for political leadership within the PLO if we are to gain 
credibility. Our most valuable assets are our people and the Arab masses, 
together with all progressive forces throughout the world. If the gap 
between our resolutions and our capacity to implement them continues, the 
PLO will lose its credibility and he support of the masses. 


[Question] Do you really believe that forthcoming resolutions will be 
more successful than previous ones, keeping in mind that things have not 
really changed? 


‘Answer] It is true t' at many previous resolutions were shelved, giving 
rise to skepticism. but we must not forget that the Palestinian posture 
has improved noticeably. Support among our people has grown, and the 
revolution is on a firmer footing. Our leaders are being watched more 
closely, and their ability to execute important policy decisions is com- 
ing under greater scrutiny. 


We must also follow through on the positive efforts of our people with 
the occupied territory and outside it. We must limit the gap between 
what we say and what we do, between decisions and our capacity to imple- 
ment them. We must also note that our enemy is becoming increasingly 
isolated, with little room for maneuvering. It is hemmed in between the 
PLO and the Arab and world community. In light of these developments, 
we hope that the next council session will produce resolutions capable 
of implementation. Otherwise, no resolutions are necessary. 


[Question] Together with Fatah, your group was among the strongest 
supporters of the phased program--the program calling for the creation 
of an independent Palestinian state in stages. Bit, judging by the 
resolutions adopted at its fourth conference, Fatah appears to be re- 
treating from its former position in favor of a hardline strategy. 

How will this affect your position? 





[Answer] It is true that the Democratic Front and Fatah were the strong- 
est defenders of the phased program for our people, the revolution and 


the 


PLO. Even those who originally opposed the program accepted it un- 


conditionally in January 1979. As it turned out, this program proved to 
be the only meaningful answer to Zionist expansionist policy and 
[Sadat's] surrender policy. It is also evident that the program will 

be the only viable countermeasure to the Camp David accords and future 
designs connected with them, following the American elections in Novem- 


ber 


The 
the 
own 
had 


1980 and the Israeli elections in May 1981. 


central issue of the Middle East conflict is the Palestinian issue, 
right of the Palestinians to return to their homeland, determine their 
destiny, and to create an independent state. This is precisely what 
been denied at Camp David and in subsequent declarations such as the 


Venice declaration. This is also the line that will be pursued after the 
American and Israeli elections. The Israeli Labor Party is proposing a 
post Camp David program for the creation of a Palestin.an-Jordanian 
federation, The proposal is new ploy to further divide the West Bank 


and 


the Gaza Strip. 


Consequently, our most effective weapon is to adhere to our. program 


and 


insist on the right of return, self-determination, and establish- 


ment of an independent state. These demands must be the essence of our 
continuing struggle. We must also insist onthe unconditional return of 


all 


occupied Arab territory. 


As for the resolutions adopted at the fourth conference of the Fatah 
organization, observers are wondering about the apparent hardening of 


the 


organization's position. Frankly, I do not share this view and wish 


that that was indeed the case. The resolution, of the fourth conference 


are 
the 
ing 


exercises in generalities. They do not pertain to the exigencies of 
present situation, nor do they respond to che immediate problems fac- 
our people, the revolution, the PLO or the progressive forces 


throughout the Arab world. 


The 


resolutions of the fovrth conference deal with long range problems 


relating to future Palestinian Arab-Israeli Jewish relations in the 
framework of one democratic state yet to be created in Palestine. The 
resolutions bypassed present problems: What to do about the -ituation 
in the occupied territory? What are the options? What are the means to 
implement them? How do weclose our ranks? What is the status of the 
revolution within the occupied territory, and what is its immediate out- 
look? Under what banner do we continue the struggle? What is our prin- 
cipal option in the steadfast front? 


The 


resolutions of the fourth conference ignore all the current American 


and West European tactics, initiatives and plans. These should be a 
central issue at any pulitical conference in the Arab world, especially 
a Palestinian conference. None of these matters was discussed. 





we viil gel greater control let our destiny] when our conferences begin 
to geek solutione to our immediate problems, and when we etand united 
againet imperialien and the designs of impertaliem against the Palestinian 
cause, We will become stronger when we begin to deal democratically with 
each other, in 4 manner calculated to solidify our relations with our 
people in the occupied territory, rectify Palestinian=Jordanian a 4 :ales= 
tinian-Arab relations! and reform conditions within che PLO iteelf by 
expoeing the elemente whose real intentions and etrategies are kept con- 
ceaied. Yor thie reason, the political declaration tesued by the Fatah 
conterence will have no effect on the coming PNC session, The political 
declaration ie a rehash of old pesttions. It is not a step forward, We 
heed 4 fore meaning! ul program, 


fiver since the political declaration was issued, there has been no notice- 
able change in the policies of our Patah brethren, despite the new reali- 
tiee of our present situation. We need answers. There has been some 
revived adherence to the phased program, as expressed in the speech of 

Abu al-Lutf before the emergency session of the United Nations General 
\seembly. In general, however, there has been a continuation of poli- 
cles preceding the [Fatah] conference, such as with respect to internal 
Palestinian, Palestinian-Jordanian, Palestinian-Arab, and Palest inian- 
international relations. 


[Question] Do vou expect any noticeable changes in the composition of 
the Executive Committee’? if #0, what kind of changes’ 


‘Anewer| We are working to get a committee that is committed to the 
phased program and to upholding the council's resolutions. Our experi- 
ence of the paet 20 months is evidence that the present committee would 
not provide these aseurances. Palestinian groups which bear the bulk 

f the responeibility for the etruggle must be represented adequately on 
the trecutive Committee. Similarly, the so-called independent groups 
must receive epecial consideration. 


(\Queetion| Sut, in view of the current state of affairs, don't you think 
that thie demand is a little too ambitious? 


j\Anawer | bellewe that the balance of forces as well as public Pales- 
tiniean sentiment are such as to make this possible. We have already 
witnessed the defeat of numerous rightist tendencies. 


jQuestion| There is much talk of “settiment” these days. Are there any 
serious ettlement programs being proposed, and how do you feel about 
them’ 


lAnewer! it is evident that the Camp David accoras have reached a deadend. 
But America and Israel refuse to retreat and to accept this new fact of 
life. The Camp David accords are meaningful only to the Egyptian-Israeli 
front. They are devoid of Legitimacy on the Palestinian, Arab, regional, 
or international scenes. 





in view of tha. reality, « serious attempt ia being made to find a new 
opening for the Camp David accords, in the form of a complementary, 
follow-up move, West Luropean initiatives appear to be premised on 
such 4 move, 


After the American elections, Western Europe is expected to submit a 

new resolution to the Security Council, Tt will support the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinians, including the rights of self-determination 
and representation on any conference on the Palestine problem, but will 
stop short of mentioning an independent estate or the PLO, in order to 
avoid an American veto. Thies initiative appears to have been coordinated 
with a large number of Arab capitals, and is based on hopes that it 

would have the support of some Palestinians. 


Preparations are under way for the return of the Labor Party to power 

in Ilerael, The Labor Party, known for ite strong support of the Camp 
David accords, is ready to implement self-rule in the Gaga strip in order 
to satisfy al-Sadat's demands and to get him out of hie dilemma. This 
party is aleo preparing to propose the creation of a Jordanian- 
Palestinian federation and to renew ite effort to divide the West Bank 
further, Under this proposal, the Labor Party hopes to annex 40 percent 
of the West Bank to Israel, leaving 60 percent for the federation. 


This proposal will aleo be offered as a solution to the Palestinian 
refugee problem. While eome of the refugees will be permitted to settle 
in the territory belonging to the federation, others will be settled in 
Arab and foreign countries. These steps are some of the links in the 
unbroken chain of events that began with the Camp David accords and 
which will continue. The question is: How will this proposal be imple- 
mented’ We believe that the proposal will be met with unrelenting 
Palestinian resistance, stronger then the one put up-to-date against the 
Camp David accords. 


The question of Palestinian rights is no longer a local or regional 
issue; it is an international one. Nearly the whole world is clamoring 
for the rights of the Palestinian people. Furthermore, our experience 
in resisting such proposals, tie worldwide support for our cause, and 
the development of our armed forces and the PLO will prevent this pro- 
posal from becoming 4 reality. We must, however, be aware beforehand 
that the dangers implicit in such 4 proposal include the following: 


1. An attempt to paralyze the PLO, if and when it undertakes to enlist 
Palestinian or Arab aid in resisting any of the Camp David follow-up 
moves; 


2. An attempt to destroy unity in the Arab world, which is solidly 
opposed to the accords. The attempt may take the form of an appeal to 
persuade some Arab countries to save what they can. The success of such 
a move will divide the Arab world into two groups: those who go along, 
and those who remain faithful to the phased progras. 


10 














‘, An attempt te recast the Palestinian problem as an internal Arab 
igeve, rather than the world iesue which it ie. Such a move will 
attempt to pit some Arab countries against the PLO, in a bid to force 
the latter to accept post-Camp David proposale. Thies is precisely what 
our enemies and the Camp David alliance wish to accomplish=--« tran: 
formation of the problem into an inter-Arab conflict. It is prec sey 
what Henry Fissinger alluded to when he called for turning the Pales~ 
tinian probiem from a world ieaue tato an Arab one. 


‘Question! lt seeme that [Palestinian| Resistance ia beginning to 
rely More on diplomacy than on arm, We no longer hear of daring ope- 
rations ae wae the case in the mid-70's, Any reasons? 


|Anewer| Armed resistance remine the principal form of our struggle. 
Our mator problem now is how to develop that form of resistance within 
the occupted territory, in addition, of course, to other forma of resis- 
tance from outside, Any deviation from this basic policy is an error, 
regardless of who proposes it. 


Our etrugele must be integrated on the military, political, diplomatic, 
and ideological fronte. But the p-incipal form of our resistance must 
remain the armed struggle. It must be noted that armed as well as other 
forme of resistance have developed significantly, and have become more 
effective in the oceupied territory, despite the fact that they are not 
laced with spectacular evente of propaganda value in the Arab world and 


abroad, 


\ccording to leraeli etatistics, there is an average of 2 military ope- 
rations every |} dave. Palestinian accounts claim more. These operations 
ire carried out without letup againet the enemy and his administrative 
and pellice aeencies. The enemy ie kept constantly alert and bleeding. 

in addition to the armed struggle, there are other forms of resistance 

in the occupied territory, with great effect on world public opinion. 
israel, which for too Long has been an expert in the art of complain- 
ine, te beine faced with a reverse effect. It is now the target of 
complaints. Thie ie the result of ite occupation policy. 


We are constantly working to make our armed struggle more costly to the 
enemy and less costly to us, particularly with regard to losses in human 
resources thie ie a etep forward despite the fact that it does not 
possess the epectacularness and propaganda value of past suicidal missions 
that took place at Ma‘alot, Sakhoi, and Bisan. Our suicidal missions 
reached their highest levele in the years 1974, 1975 and especially 

1976. But in the occupted territory our armed resistance is being 
mounted on a daily basis, and has been so for the past 2 years. Israeli 
reaction to these has been more violent than it was to our more spectacu- 
lar missions. One result of these daily operations has been the direct 
1978 leraeli invasion of southern Lebanon, which was followed by an 8-month 
long war of attrition. Our new tactics are hurting the enemy more than 
ever. 
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This does not mean, however, that large-scale operations have no place 
in cur resistance strategy, On the contrary, these operations will re- 
main indispensable. The only proviso is that they become extremely 
costly to the enemy. As we prepare to carry on the resistance for a 
long time, we should not for one moment lose sight of the necessity to 
escalate the struggle on the political, diplomatic, and ideological 
fronts. We should not forget the example of the Vietnamese people, who, 
while fighting in the field, carried m their struggle on the political, 
diplomatic, and ideological fronts. At any rate, and with respect to 
our armed resistance, we cannot but refer to the obstacles piaced in our 
way in certain quarters, We, therefore, have no choice but to rely 
principally on our efforte within the occupied territory. 


[Question| You mentioned earlier that you expected a large-scale explo- 
sion in Lebanon in the near future. On what factors do you base this 
assessment’ 





[Anewer| Anticipated developmenta on the eve of and after the American 
elections, and follow-up moves to bolster the Camp David accords, all 
point to one direction. We can expect a hot period politically and 
militarily. The American-Israeli enemy is determined to implement the 
policy aimed at Arab surrender. It threatens our people's rights, and 
simultaneously tries to convert the Palestine problem into an Arab 
issue by forcing a confrontation between some Arab countries and the 
PLO. 


This is why we are cautioning Loudly and have already taken measures to 
avoid being caught by surprise. As one example, we are studying the 
attempts to create a government of reconciliation in Lebanon, one com- 

prised of ali political factions. While the effort appears innocent on 
the surface, its ultimate designe are evil. Should such a move succeed, 
it would in a matter of months deliver a powerful blow against us. 


Under the cover of forming a government of reconciliation, those behind 
the move plan to station the sectarian [Lebanese] army in East and West 
Beirut as well as in the city's suburbs, in order to pin down the Pales- 
tinian forces in their refugee camps and deprive them of their protec- 
tive belt. A second aim of this move is to force the deterrent force 
[Syrian army) out of the capital and its suburbs. All this is to be 
accomplished under the cover of a noble effort to bring about a poli- 
tical reconciliation. The real intention, however, is to create new 
problems between the resistance forces an! their allies in the national 
movement, as well as dissension within the Palestinian resistance. But, 
thanks to strong opposition from the independent Nasirites, the “Murabitun 
Group,” and Sulayman Franjiyyah, as well as to changes in the Syrian 
position, the move will not succeed. 


[Question] What form will this conspiracy take? Will it, for example, 
be a return to open war as happened in 1975-767 
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‘Anewer| The conspiracy could be carried out in a variety of ways, In 
the occupied territory, the conspiracy could take the form of a greater 
tightening of the tron-fisted occupation policy, particularly in response 
to the mounting [Palestinian] resistance in that territory. In Lebanon, 
the conspiracy could take the form of a severe blow to the Palestinian 
revolution and ite « lies in the Lebanese National Front. The bl. 4 1) 
be delivered by lerae) in south Lebanon, and will be accompanied by new 
initiatives by rightiat, isolationist groups. The two-pronged attack 
wil! aim at sandwiching the Palestinians between lerael and the agent 
Sa'ac Haddad in the south, and pitting them againat the isolationist front 
and ite supportere in the capital [Beirut]. 


|Question! In the wake of the wave of assassinations in the Arab region, 
the future appears extremely gloomy. All indications are that the wave 
will intensify. What, in your opinion, is the motive behind this campaign 
of terror? 


[Answer| The problem of assassination is a complex one. As you know, 
we in the Democratic Front, condemn any form of individual terrorist 
activity, be it po.itically motivated assassination, a skyjacking, or a 
Munich type attack. The aim of the current wave of assassinations is to 
demoralize the national forces and weaken the common effort to conduct 
a united struggle politically and milirarily. Political assassinations 
are intended to create havoc and sow fear and suspicion. They are 
symptomatic of the increasing bankruptcy of certain groups who seek to 
protect their deteriorating positions by turning to this form of terror. 
Resorting to this form of violence reveals that the perpetratore are in 
deep trouble and that their end is in sight. 


[Queetion] De you expect the wave of assase ination to spread? 


‘Anewer! Yes. This form of terroristic activity is likely to spread, 
particularly since some governments--those not serious in their opposi- 
tion to imperialism and Zionism--insist on solving their problems in 
thie fashion. These governments are unable to solve their social prob- 
lems, which, as a rule, ie the result of a vast gap between an increas- 
ingly impoverished majority and a small selfish minority whose legendary 
riches were built on the sweat and blood of the poor majority. Faced 
with discontent, these governments resort to individual assassination 
as a tool to eliminate opposition and maintain economic, political, 
social and educational control of their people. But the harder these 
governments seek ‘> impose their authority, the harder will progressive 
national forces resist, and the greater will be their determination to 
achieve economic justice, end this transitional period, and take control 
of their countries’ affairs. 


[Question|] You say repeatedly that the Camp David accords are in deep 
trouble, but don't you agree that our national forces are the ones in 
trouble’ 
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[Anawer| We have never denied this. Anyone who peruses the Democratic 
Front's documents will observe that we are portraying the situation as 

it really isa. While we say the Camp David accords are in trouble, we 

do not deny that failure to scuttle them is due to the crisis that our 
revolutionary, progressive, and liberation Arab forces are going through. 
The Palestine revolution, the PLO and the entire Front of Steadfastnesse 
are in a crisis. 


We do not hide the fact that the means to defeat the Camp David accords 
and preempt further developments that may ensue from them is to change 
the strategy of the revolution, the PLO, the Steadfastness Front and 
all the Liberation and progressive forces in the Arab world. We have 
already pointed out some of the needed changes in the PLO's structure. 
As for the Steadfastness Front, a series of far-reaching democratic 
changes are necessary. The liberation forces in the Arab world, parti- 
cularly the Leftist and the Democratic wings, must adopt a realistic 
revolutionary program, one capable of implementation and providing 
solutions, and must enlist the support of the masses. 


Do we have the capucity to accomplish this? The answer is yes. We 

have what it takes to begin. The Palestinian masses, for example, are 
strong enemies of imperialism and Zionism. Political sentiment within 
the Palestinian movement appears to move toward a more progressive poli- 
tical philosophy. 


[Question] The American elections are almost here. If you had a choice, 
which of the candidates, Carter or Reagan, would you opt for? 


[Answer] We have no choice in this matter and the argument is academic. 
We must observe, however, that America's imperialist policy is not 
determined by a single person. America's foreign policy is based on a 
number of aggressive colonialist principles designed to guarantee 
America's interests. Any occupant of the White House is bound to imple- 
ment these policies. Will Reagan prove to be more stridently opposed to 
our cause than Carter? We cannot answer this question despite the fact 
that Reagan's platform suggests as much. 


We must remember that Nixon was more aggressive than his Democratic 
opponent. The Republican Party is traditionally more conservative and 
rightist than the Democratic Party. Yet when Nixon won the presidency 
he opened the way for the signing of the SALT I treaty. The Helsinki 
conference to settle post-World War II boundaries and relieve tensions 
in Europe also took place during the Nixon Administration. Nixon was 
also the one who went to Peking. 


As another example, consider President de Gaulle. He was to the right 
of the Fourth Republic. He came to power with the support of French 
generals extremely dedicated to the maintenance of France's colonialist 
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policy in Algeria. they, in facet, led a coup d'etat to insure the 
survival of that policy. Yet de Gaulle was the one to offer hia "Peace 
of the Brave’ proposal, followed later by an offer of self-determination 
and, ultimately, an agreement giving independence to Algeria. 


This is why we must concentrate on the substance of things. | a rewinded 
of an editorial in AL=NAHAR AL~'ARABL WA AL=DUWALI, a reprint of an 
article that appeared in 1944 in AL=NAHAR by Father Jubran al-Tuwayni. 

In that article, Father Tuwayni discussed American presidential elec- 

tions in terms identical to those used in the Middle Rast today. 


We must be extremely careful in discussing the Palestinian problem and 
America's policy with respect to it. The same care must be used when 
discussing the positions of the Democratic and Republican parties with 
respect to Zionism and Isreel. The Democratic Party has consistently 
given more aid to Israel and the Zionist movement than the Republican 
Party. The clout of the Zionist lobby is concentrated in the Democratic 
Party. The Republican Party has traditionally been the party of big 
business, big oil and the military-industrial complex. The party's com- 
mercial interests in the Middle East are of a different character. The 
battle between Carter and Reagan, between the Democrats and Republicans, 
should not concern us. We must concentrate on America's foreign policy 
and plan accordingly. 


[Question! Some Palestinians view Begin as their friend, because his 
extreme hostility has served the Palestinian cause. Would you rather 
have Begin continue in office or do you prefer a return of the Labor 
Party? 


[Answer| The martyr Kamal Nasir once said: "Israeli fanaticism is 

more helpful to our cause than Arab nationalism.” begin, with his 
legendary inflexibility, leaves no room for maneuver to anyone else. 

His “generosity” to Egypt meant demilitarization of the bulk of the 

Sinai desert. According to the Israeli-Egyptian agreement, Egyptian 
military units must remain 250 kilometers away from Egypt's international 
border. On the other hand, Ieraeli forces are within 3 kilometers of 

the border. Israel, at a moment's notice, can mount a lightning raid 

and reoccupy Sinai for a fourth time. 


Begin's generosity’ with Egypt reached its highest level in connection 
with the autonomy proposal, the scheme to give Palestinians administra- 
tive authority over their affairs. The Labor Party, in my opinion, is 
not less dangerous than Begin. While the Likud Party appears more omi- 
nous in tactics, the Labor Party strategy threatens to liquidate the 
Palestinian problem by converting it into an inter-Arab dispute, a 
question of boundaries between Israel and its Aral) neighbors, Jordan 

in particular. The Labor Party is prepared to propose a regional solu- 
tion at the end of the 5-year transition period stipulated in the auton- 


omy proposal. 
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Kegin is an undisguised enemy in an undisguised fashion. He leaves no 
room for maneuver, Things will be more complicated and difficult when 
the Labor Party returns to power. We should never forget that the 
Palestinian tragedy and all the subsequent tragedies visited upon the 
Arab world took place under the Labor Party. This party is responsible 
for four Zioniat invasions. It is responsible for Zionist immigration, 
for the creation of the enemy estate, and for four ware, The Labor Party 
is the one which annexed Jerusalem 2 weeks after the city was captured; 
it is the one which built a series of settlements extending from Sinai 
to the Gaza Strip, from the West Bank to the Golan Heights. 


[Question] We have learned that you have met with President Ceausescue 
of Romania. Do you think Romania will play a special role in Middle 
Fast affairs in the future? 


[Answer| We do not believe that Romania and a number of other small 
countries could have a direct, serious and effective role in Middle East 
problems, despite the fact that each of them has an opinion on our situa- 
tion. But we cannot ignore the fact that the Romanian leadership is 
privy to a great deal of information and knows about the plans and 
tactics of many countries, a fact that is useful to us in our discussions 
regarding the Middle East and other international hot spots. 


We have had frequent and long discussions with President Ceausescu in 
which both sides expressed their views candidly. Our views were differ- 
ent on Egypt, al-Sadat's policy, the Camp David |accords], and the cur- 
rent situation in the Middle East. President Ceausescu, for example, 
favors the convening of an expanded international conference to deal 
with the Middle East without the prior condition of declaring the Camp 
David accords null and void. We do not agree on this point, and insist 
that the Camp David accords, the Egyptian-Israeli treaty, and the auton- 
omy proposal should first be voided. Only then could such a conference 
search freely for a political solution to the Middle East problem. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


FRENCH SAY MIDEAST SECURITY DEPENDS ON REGIONAL NUCLEAR BALANCE 


London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 11 Jul 80 pp 35-36 


[Article by Hasan Hamadah: "Giscard Changes Direction of European Initia- 
tive, But Refuses To Give It Up; Middle East Security Depends on Regional 
Nuclear Balance; Story of Secret Contacts Which Put Off Abu ‘Ammar's Visit 
to France") 


[Text] When a senior Arab offici*l visited Paris this year,he urged the 
French government to take its time before submitting a draft resolution 
on the Middle East, opposing the Camp David accords, to the Security 
Council, 


The French were surprised by this approach by a prominent Arab official 
representing a nation opposed to any separate peace with Israel which does 
not include the PLO. 


French amazement was increased by the fact that the Arab official was 
expressing a point of view similar to that of the Soviet Union. 


In subsequent discussions it appeared to the French that the Arab offi- 
cial, a man totally opposed to the principle of the Egyptian-Israeli 
negotiations and their resultant damage to the Palestinian cause, was 
trying to avoid the minefields planted by the Americans and the Soviets 
around their respective positions. The French and the official reached 
mutual understanding of each other's position, in spite of the offi- 
cial's apprehensions regarding the opposition the French initiative will 
run into, and the French disregard for this opposition. 


However, the French subsequently changed the direction of their initia- 
tive, without giving it up. Thus, they concurred with the official, 
although they had not disagreed with him on substance. French diplomacy 
then directed all its efforts to achieve a unitec European position on 
the basis of which the European Community would submit a resolution to 
the Security Council. Thus, the idea of the European initiative was 
born. 
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While the Americans openly expressed their opposition to the European 
initiative, the Soviets were not sympathetic either, although it would 
return them to negotiations they had been driven out of by the Americans. 
The reason is Soviet conviction that American fumbling of their policy 
would be beneficia. to the Soviets, while the emergence of the European 
bloc as a new principal party in the Middle East would be harmful to 
them. The Sovie. Union does not want anyone but itself to replace the 
United States in Middle East negotiations. But why should it openly 
oppose the European initiative so long as the Americans will prevent 

its emergence’ And if the Americans should fail to stop the European 
initiative, the Soviet Union could always use its right to veto any reso- 
lution submitted to the Security Council as a result of the European 
initiative. 


Also, how could it benefit the Russians to contribute to the electoral 
defeat of President Carter so long as his Republican opponent is an un- 
known quantity and is inexperienced? The Soviet Union inevitably influ- 
ences the American presidential election through the positions it takes, 
and the Camp David agreements represent the big horse the American presi- 
dent is betting on in his reelection campaign. 


The French had ali these considerations in mind as they concentrated 
their efforts on removing the American stumbling blocks in the way of 
their (European) initiative. They failed, slowed down their effort, 

and convinced their partners to issue a communique at the end of the 
12-13 June European summit in Venice, in which the members of the European 
community declared their support. However, at the second Venice meeting, 
which included the heads of government of the Western industrial nations, 
nothing concerning the Middle East was announced. 


Nevertheless, the French initiative reappeared with new impetus, clarity, 
and "radicalism" at a press conference held by President Valery Giscard 
d'Estaing a few days ago. Giscard's comments on the Middle East included 
three new points and put emphasis on a fourth, and all were set forth with 
clarity unprecedented in French foreign policy. 


The first new point is that the security of Israel and her neighbors is 
tied to the types of modern (nuclear) weapons that the area may acquire 
and does not depend on occupation of land and strategic positions. In 
the course of his talk about Israel's security needs, president d'Estaing 
said, "I wish to warn that the real threat to Israel's future security 
will not come from ‘specific’ borders or from across a specific river, 
but from the introduction of new weapons into the area that have greater 
capability and range than weapons currently available, In the past, I 
had an opportunity to take steps to prevent the introduction of such a 
new type of weapon, knowing that negotiations on contracts introducing 
such a weapon were under way." President d'Estaing continued: "There- 
fore, international guarantees would be appropriate and would be 
available." 
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High level sources in the French foreign ministry explained this passage 
of d'fstaing's newa conference as meaning that France views the existence 
of nuclear reactors in lIerael, and the nuclear weapons which could be 
developed in the Jewish state, as adequate security guarantees negating 
any need to occupy and hold Arab lands for their strategic position. 

This concerne Israel. Concerning Israel's neighbors, the French , -evi- 
dent's words clearly indicate that their possession of atcaic weapons 
would constitute a greater threat to Israel than any retucn of lands or 
"atrategic” positions to their Arab owners. 


The high level source in the French foreign ministry emphasized that 
President d'Esataing used the phrase “in the past" in the course of his 
reference to his opposition to the introduction of new kinds of weapons 
into the Middle Fast. The use of this phrase has two meanings. The 
first is that “in the past" does not apply to the present or future. 

The proof of this is that contracts previously signed with lraq, for 
example, concerning nuclear reactors are still in effect, and are being 
carried out exactly as stipulated in the contracts. At the same time, 
France denied such reactors to Libya and Pakistan. The second meaning 
of this phrase is an assertion to Israel that its security is tied not 
only to the United States but also to international guarantees including 
France. President d'Estaing brought up this point after warning Israel 
about its recklessness and lack of respect for international guarantees. 
Mutual security in the Middle East will eventually rest upon a regional 
nuclear balance, which is contrary to the theory of "security through 
superiority,’ which Israel and the United States adhere to. 


This new [French] theory is being aired for the first time and will con- 
stitute a new factor in the life of the Middle East in the future. It 
removes absolute control over the region from the hands of the United 
States and the Soviet Union, and turns France into one of the powers 
responsible for guaranteeing any future Arab-Israeli security agreement 
or peace. The Soviet Union would perhaps be more affected by this new 
factor than the United States. This is yet another reason for the 
Kremlin to oppose and view with great suspicion the French initiative 
aimed at resolving the Arab-Icraeli conflict. 


The second new point made by President d'Estaing is that withdrawal from 
the lands occupied in 1967 is not a matter for negotiation between Arabs 
and Israelis {and must precede negotiations]. The American position is 
that there should be negotiations on the withdrawal and its extent, 
which means that withdrawal would come as a resilt of negotiations and 
not vice versa. 


The third new point is France's adoption for the f_rst time of the idea 
of establishing a completely independent Palestinian nation. D'Estaing 
used the phrase "the Palestinian people should organize themselves" 
following Israel's withdrawal from occupied lands, starting with the 
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West Bank and the Gaza strip. This new French position is based on the 
following scenario: Israel withdraws from the occupied lands, and the 
Palestinians organize their affairs and form a state, Therefore, the 
Palestinian issue is an Arab and not an Israeli issue, because the 
Palestinian vation will be established on "truly Arab" land. President 
d'Estaing considers that the right of the Palestinians to organize them- 
selves must be absolute and "recognized without restrictions, except 

the recognized borders of neighboring countries," because they have 

"the right co self-determination as do all other peoples of the world." 


The high Level source in the French foreign ministry said in explaining 
President d'Estaing's statement, that the French government has defini- 
tively approved the principle of an independent Palestinian state, and 

that the president's remarks point in that direction. 


lt is worth mentioning that the French foreign minister, Jean Francois- 
Poncet, announced in Washington 2 days prior to the first Venice summit 
that an independent Palestinian state is one of the proposed solutions, 
but not the only one. Nevertheless, President d'Estaing tried to include 
a reference to this issue in the final "Venice declaration." Italy 
agreed, but Britain and West Germany objected. So, this effort failed. 
The [Italians subsequently announced their "total agreement on all sub- 
jects with the American government." This was during President Carter's 
visit to Rome on 19 June, when he said: ‘The Camp David agreements are 
the only effective framework for solving the Middle East crisis." For 
this reason, France decided to clarify its position in a final and defini- 
tive manner. 


The fourth point is that the French president did not use the phrase "the 
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people" in referring to 
the PLO. The French foreign ministry source did not explain why. How- 
ever, the emphasis on the Palestinian's right to complete self-determina- 
tion and to establish an independent state; the statement that creation 
of a Palestinian state is an Arab and not an Israeli issue; and tne fact 
that the PLO is a full member of the Arab League and is recognized in the 
Arab world as the sole representative of the Palestinians, make it logi- 
cal that France would recognize the PLO as their sole representative. 


The reasons for Abu ‘Ammar's [Yasir ‘Arafat] not going to Paris, in 
spite of rumors of a visit, continues to be a source of speculation. 
Is it France's nonrecognition of the PLO as the sole representative of 
the Palestinian people which has prevented a visit? 


Definite facts which have not yet been published indicate that the French 
government contacted the PLO at the end of the summer of 1979 and extended 
an invitation for Abu ‘Ammar to make an official visit. Abu ‘Ammar sent 
a special representative to Paris to arrange for the trip, and a decision 
was made for the visit to take place on 4 November 1979. Several meetings 
followed at the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs between three members 
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of the Palestinian Resistance and Mr (Robin), the director of political 
affairs at the foreign ministry. The French asked that a communique be 
issued at the end of the visit containing references to a number of 
issues. The Palestinian Resistance preferred not to get involved in 
these issues which had no relation to mutual recognition between the PLO 
and Israel. The Resistance then insisted on not issuing a commun. jue 
following the visit, so that neither side would embarrass the other. 


The negotiations stumbled, and the French government sent (Robin) to meet 
with Abu ‘Ammar secretly in Beirut with the intention of solving the 
problem regarding this communique. Robin met with the Palestinian 

leader at the Resistance headquarters and discussed the matter with him, 
but returned to Paris without reaching any conclusions. The Resistance 
took the position that the proposed communique contained points they 
would prefer to omit. When the French insisted on their position, the 
PLO Leadership proposed a substitute communique containing excessively 
revolutionary passages. The French then refused to accept these passages, 
describing them as obstructive. Thereupon, the Resistance asked that the 
visit be postponed indefinitely without such postponement affecting PLO- 
French good relations. The French consented, and the two sides parted 
on fciendly terms and agreed to ma/ntain contacts. 


Following this, Jacques Chirac, former prime minister and leader of the 
Gaullist party, suggested to the Resistance the idea that the Paris 
mayoral council extend an invitation co Abu ‘Ammar. The latter declined 
saying that his first visit to France should be at the invitation of the 
French government, during which he would meet with President d'Estaing 
at the Flysees Palace. He likewise declined when the leader of the 
French Communist party, Georges Marchais, extended a similar invitation. 


The Resistance justified its rejection of these invitations because of 
what happened in the summer of 1979 with regard to the meeting of Abu 
‘Ammar and the Austrian Chancellor, Dr Bruno Kreisky. At that time Abu 
‘Ammar was on an official visit to Czechoslovakia, and the Austrians 
contacted him and told him of Kreisky's desire for a meet‘ng. The 
Vienna government had previously expressed a desire to meet with Abu 
‘Ammar, and decided to take advantage of his presence in Prague to 
arrange a meeting with him there, so as to avoid arousing public feel- 
ings by inviting him to Vienna. However, Abu ‘Ammar responded that he 
would only meet Kreisky in Vienna or at the Sabra camp in Beirut. 
Negotiations continued, and it was decided to officially invite Abu 
‘Ammar to Austria. Thus took place the Vienna visit, and the meeting 
with Kreisky and former West German Chancellor Willy Brandt. 


All this indicates that something affecting the Middle East is devel- 
oping in Paris on the basis of supporting the Palestinian position and 
Arab demands and pursuing a surprise initiative with regard to the 
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Arab-Israeli conflict. Therefore, it is not surprising to har d'Estaing 
say at his press conference: "I could say more about the [new] proposals, 
but I leave that to our diplomats.” 


What are the exciting proposals that the French president has vet to 
announce? 


Would there be anything more exciting than peace through regional 
nuclear balance? 
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AFGHANISTAN 


GUERRILLAS PUSH WAR AGAINST RUSS LANS 
Reporters View Battle 
Miian PANORAMA in Italian 18 Aug 80 pp 46-49 


|Fyewitness reporte on the war in Afghanistan and four interviews by 
Herve Valecte and Lucten Zanella: "The Broken Army") 


[Text] Moscow's tanke do no: dare to venture into 

the muntains. On the plaine, Islamic guerilla warfare 
gives the Soviets no truce. Here are witness reports, 
collected at various pointe at the front, of the 
bloody etruggle between the turbaned Muslims and 
Brezhnev's cohorte. 


Every now and then threade rip in the tight net that shrouds the war in 
Afghantetan, barred to witnesses, and some word on what is happening there 
leake out. But the obstacles against obtaining information are innumerable. 
To gather the facts in Afghanistan is not easy--from the Soviets and the 
government virtually impossible. But recently, two Swiss journalists, 
Herve Valette and Lucien Zanella, of the NOUVELLISTE ET FEUILLE D'AVIS DU 
VALATS, a Ston daily, brought an arduous exploit te a successful conclusion. 
With a few tricks and some personal risk, the two went into Afghanistan 
twice, the firet time to join the guerrillas, the second, a few days later, 
to meet with Afghan communists. Here, published exclusively in Italy, 

is their account. 


"Do you want to watch a fight between the guerrillas and the Soviets? It's 
not hard.” Se we were assured by Ahmad Sayed Gaelan, chief of the biggest 
formation (he says) of Mujahedeen, the Islamic National Front, numbering 
90,000 armed men deployed mainly in Kabul, Wardak, Kandahar, Moquor and 
Herat. “I warn you, however,” he added, “that you wet do a lot of 
walking.” Gaelan's house stands on Warsak Road in Peshawar, Pakistan, 

fuet beyond the Afghan frontier. Like the houses occupied by the chiefs 

of the other five or six guerrilla movements, who maintain their head- 
quarters in thie extraordinary capital of the resistance, his home is 
surrounded by a walled enclosure and guarded by armed men. 
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We are entrusted to the man responsible for the Front's military operations, 
Hasean Sayed Gaelan, nephew of the chief (in the other guerrilla groupe, 
too, the military command seems to be largely a family monopoly), who 
briefe us. It will be a 4-day journey, the first day by car, the other 
three on foot, at 109° F [43° C) in the shade and with forced marches of 8 
hours @ach across rocky mountaine, We are given a "pakium," the national 
Afghan dress, a brown tunic and very wide trousers, We must always wear 
the turban, which descends into a shawl to cover the face. We will be 
accompanted by 10 armed men, who have been ordered to participate in no 
battles but only ensure our safety. And we must do everything possible to 
pass ourselves off ase one of them, 


For one day we travel jammed together aboard a small Toyota truck to 

the village of Myramehah, the last before the frontier, and spend the night 
in the home of a family of Mujahedeen. The next morning we cross the 
frontier (nothing more than 4 chain across the road) on foot, almost without 
realizing it. No one inspects our documents, we do not even have to lift 
our shawls; we only get an indifferent glance from the two guards, likewise 
in paklum, who ask no questions about our submachine guns, highly 

efficient Soviet Kalashnikovs, and ancient British Enfields. 


On the Afghan side, there is no border control. It will take a 2 day hike 
to arrive at our [first] destination, the base camp at Taddi; from there, 
another day to reach the Khwost plain, where we have been promised a 

battle. The plain is an immense shell over 100 kilometers in circumference, 
surrounded on all sides by rock-strewn mountains, 5,000-6,500 feet [1,500- 
2,000 meters) high. In the middle of the plain stands Lalegai Base, one of 
the Soviets’ biggest in Afghanistan. At least 20,000 Soviet and Afghan 
troops occupy the base, the surrounding villages and the nearby town of 
Zadran. 


They are isolated on their plain, although not actually besieged. All means 
of overland communications are controlled by the Mujahedeen, nevertheless 
the Soviets and Afghans, undisturbed, receive their supplies from the sky 
via an airport where their Antonov pianes and helicopters land. The law 

of this guerrilla warfare provides that the Soviets control the plains and 
air routes, the Mujahedeen the mountains and practically all roads. One 
side cannot appropriate the other's territory because the Russian tanks 
cannot drive up the mountains nor can their cannon flush out the rebels 
hiding among the rocks, while the Mujahedeen lack the strength to take the 
plain and have no ammunition to knock out the tanke or bring down the armored 
Mi24 helicopter "flying wagons." 


"We're prepared to fight for years until we decided to leave,” explains our 
guide, Mirwais, a 25-year-old engineer and Kabul graduate, who speaks a 
little English he learned from books, "The Russians can never catch up with 
us. Outeide thei: tanks, they're no good on this terrain. But we can march 
for 3 days and nights without food or drink.” 
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At sundown of our second day's trek, we arrive at the base camp, We detect 
nothing wactl the very last moment, From a distance the camp looks like 
any clump of trees, inetead, under the trees and bushes we find a sware 
of at least 200 men, with a few tente and mattresses set up under the 
branches, now and then a bonfire, Here supplies arrive from Myramehah-- 
minly fresh foods because the @ountaine have nothing to offer=-al «| by 
some 20 amall campe situated within o range of a few hundred yarde to 
several kilometers, 


We are rvecelved in the tent of the chief, Maharam, who offers ue refreshments -- 
water, tea brewed from local herbs and a drink made of curdled milk, called 
laset. “Te'll be tomorrow afternoon at 5," Maharam informe us, explaining 

his overall plan of action, The guerrillas will try to approach Lalegai 

Base ae close ae poseible to cut the only conduit that furnishes the Soviet 

and Afghan troops with water, tapped from several sources on the @ountain. 
Should their exploit succeed, it will be 4 serious blow to the invaders. But 
the Mujahedeen have no doubte about the outcome of the battle, 


The next day, another 8 hours’ hike to cross the mountain ridge and descend 
on the other side, There below is Lalegai Base, about 2 kilometers away as 
the crow flies, We count 100 tanke and about 3 helicopters. From above, 
we watch the @vemente of men and g@otecr vehicles. 


The battle begins punctually at 5. We see about 30 Mujahedeen swoop down 
the mountaineide, firing their light arms. They have neither artillery 

nor misetles, We are told that other units are aleo descending frose 
various potnatse. The entire valley comes alive with resounding shots and 
cries. The base replies with cannon, rockets and heavy machine guns. 

Puffs of ewke buret over the @untain slopes--random shots fired against an 
enemy who keeps tnvisible beyond a very short distance. 


We observe some tanks attempting to cliab up toward us. They can only 
advance along the dry beds of a few screams up to a certain point. This 

ie «a @ertal trap. Seoner or later some tank will be stuck between rocks, 
unable to move forward or backwards. Thus it becomes an easy prey of the 
Mujahedeen, who assault it with handmade bombs or Molotov cocktails, the 
only antitank ammunition they possess, some losing their lives inthe fray. 
This is how a T5464 and an armored troop transport, both of the Afghan 
regulars, end up. Three guerrillas sacrifice their lives for those two 
juarries, while the dead on the other side number 10. The next day we return 
to view the corpses and the tanks, still smoking. 


The battle continues until far into the night, during which three helicopters 
epray the g@ountain with machine gun [ire and drop bombs. The guerrillas 

have nothing to repel these airborne monsters. Th ir shots and machine 

gun fire rebound off the thickly armor-plated fuselages. “If we only had 
some rockets!" Mirawaie sighs, pointing at a helicopter flying undisturbed 

a tew hundred feet overhead. 
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in the small houre of the night we return te the base camp as the firing dies 
away. Later three radiant Mujahedeen arrive at Maharam's tent, carrying a 
pipe about 20 tnchee long! 4 segment of the water conduit they've blown 

up. Thies bit of pipe hae cost the lives of 5 Mujahedeen (and 10 of the 
enemy), all the same it signals 4 victory for the guerrillas. Under 
tomrrow's implacable sun, the lack of water will compound the tovadere' 
woes. 


Atghan Soldier Defects 
Milan PANORAMA in Italian 18 Aug 80 pp 48, 49 


[Text] The phenomenon that worries the Soviet military strategists more 

than any other te the fact that over a period of 8 months, the regular 

Afghan army has been decimated by desertions. The revolt of the l4éth Afghan 
Motorized Divieton stationed at Gagni and only recently subdued by the Soviets 
with heavy losses on both sides, ie only the latest in a long series of 
similar episodes, By Western calculations, of the 80,000 effectives in 
service at the time of the invasion, perhaps 50,000 have deserted. Eventually 
the Soviets could find themselves confronting the Islamic rebels alone, 
without even the pro forma support of a local army. 


The following te the account of a deserter, Mohammed Zahed, a 35-year-old 
artillery captain. 


Question: Who is now commanding the Afghan Government army? 


Anewe*: General Mohammed Raffi. I know him well because we're the same 
age and he's been ay companion-in-arre for maxy years. He commanded the 
army's armored troops and he's a first-rate specialist in tanks. He 

comes from Parman, 25 kilometers from Kabul. When Mohammed Daud pulled 

off hie coup d'etat against King Zahir Shah in 1974, Raffi, then commanding 
an armored battalion, helped hie considerably. 


Question: Why did you decide to desert? 


Anewer: Because both the factions of the Khalq ("people") Communist Party, 
the first to hold power, and the Parcham ("banner"), now in power, have no 
other objective than to sell the country to the Russians. 


Question: How and when did you desert’ 


Anewer: On 8 May at 1600 heures I received an order from ay superiors to 
wipe out the Mujahedeen infesting the area gouth of Kabul. The fighting 
had already begur, eo | had to make « quick decision. As commander of the 
artillery, 1 knew i'd have to make carnage of wy Islam brothers. So with 
the help of four officer friends, I killed all our superior officers, and 
then we raised the Afghan national flag over the camp and gave ourselves 
up to the Mujahedeen, with all our ara@s,. 
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Question! Yet, before deserting, you led actions againat the partisans. 


Anewer: Yeas, but ln @ somewhat spectal way. Through clandestine connections 
| had eatabltiehed with the guerrillas, | warned them in advance of every 
attack. When we had to fire on them, I gave the order to aim our cannon 
above their positions so that no one would be hit. By fraudulent means, 

| even arranged for parachute drope of weapons and supplies to the 
guerrillas, 


Question! De you mean that the Afghan regulare only pretend to fight the 
guerriliae? 


Anewer: Many of them are behaving as | did. We still maintain excellent 
communtcations with the men who haven't yet been able to desert and join 
the Mulahedeen. 


ju@etion: What are che Soviets doing to prevent the desertions? 


Anewer: They're afraid of a general revolt, so they've scattered the Afghan 
regulare around the whole territory to tsolate them from the population. At 
night they lock them up in their bariccks. They shoot many of those who 
refuse to obey their orders or try to escape. 


Question: How do they go about calling up new recruits? 


Anewer: Often by force or on pain of death. They compel boys of 15 to 
fight for them. 


interview with Former Ambassador 
Milan PANORAMA in Italian 18 Aug 80 p 49 
| Interview with Touryalli Osman, former ambassador to Italy] 


[Text] For 3 years during Daud's regime, Touryalli Osman served as Afghan 
ambassador in Rome. Now he has been in Peshawar for several days, having 
been obliged to flee Kabul precipitously to save himself and his family 
from arrest. Osman, in fact, had organized a resistance group in the 
apital. te story ie the first detailed report on the activities of the 
clandestine movement in Kabul. 


Question: What was your group doing? Who formed it? 


Anever: tt was a group of about 30 intellectuals, o11 long-time friends 
(you can't ciek including informers; it's too dangerous). In all, 

the resistence movements, mostly of limited dimensions, number about 20. 
Our aim wae to write and dietribute typewritten manifestoes in preparation 
for the people's uprieing. 
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Question: What was the content of your messages? 


Anawer: For a long time we urged the people to keep calm, to avoid rushing 
into tsolated, hopeless acts. We said that the revolt was being organized 
in two separate phases: first the preparation, second the action. Now 

the first phase is concluded and the second is just beginning. 


Question: How did you distribute your manifestoes? 


Answer: That was a very tough job. Paper is scarce, and to find an old 
typewriter, we had to deal with eight different persons and wait over a 
month. The manifestoes were then distributed, mostly by students. 


Question: To whom? 


Answer: To the few remaining intellectuals, but also to the common people 
and even to Soviet occupation troops. I'm sure it was this intense 
clandestine propaganda that incited a whole garrison of 240 Soviet soldiers 
from Tajikistan to mutiny. 


Question: What happened to them? 


Answer: As far as I know, they were all shot. Another 16 Soviet soldiers 
of Muslim origin deserted to fight with the Mujahedeen. First we got men 
from the areas bordering on Afghanistan, men who spoke our language and 
looked like us. Now they're all Ukranians, tall, blond, and blue-eyed. 


Karmel Brainwashed 
Milan PANORAMA in Italian 18 Aug 80 pp 50, 51 


[Interview with Aziz Afghan, member of royal family, exiled in Europe many 
years} 


[Text] Member of the royal family, physician, exiled in Europe for 

many years, Aziz Afghan is one of the few outstanding intellectuals of the 
Afghan resistance mvement. In this interview he tells about the rapport 
between the Babrak Karmal, president of the Afghan Republic, and the 
Soviets. 


Question: Who is the real head of Afghanistan today? 


Answer: It's number four of the Soviet Embassy in Kabul, Vassili Safrantchuk. 
Today only Soviets are heads of the administration and the party. 


Question: People say that with their invasion, the Soviets have succeeded 
where all Afghan governments failed: in uniting the different ethnic 
groups in the country. Is that true? 
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Anawer: Afghaniatan ia populated by a multitude of different peoples. 
With their invasion of our country, the Sovietea have indeed incited the 
various clans to unite. 


Question: Yet the resistance movement ia still split into six groupes. 


Anawer: Recently five of them banded together around a united resistance 
committee. Only Gulbuddin Ekhmatiar, chief of the Afghan Islamic Party-- 

the atrongest=-chose to stay out. The others--Mojaddedi's National Liberation 
Front, Gaelan's Islamic Revolutionary Front, the Islamic Revolution of 
Mohamadi, Rabani's Islamic Group, and Golkan's tribe--are now beginning 

to cooperate. In any event, these chiefs and clans existed before the 
communists came. It ien't altogether true to say that there's hostility 
among them; they've divided up different regions geographically and 
ethnically. 


Question: What nations are actively supporting the Afghan resistance? 


Answer: Pakistan, Iran, the other Muslim countries or the Western nations 
do not want to get involved in the war. They're all afraid of the Russians. 
Only from Egypt and Iraq do we get cnything at all, but very little. 


Question: How do you explain the incredible courgage of the guerrillas, 
who hurl themselves against Soviet tanks with only their bare hands or 
homemade bombe, knowing they'll be killed? 


Answer: Faith in God. For us Muslims, to kill a Soviet--an atheist--is to 
earn a place in paradise. To be killed by a Soviet is to become a martyr, 

therefore also to earn a place no paradise. The Afghans identify paradise 

with their own country, their own people. This is the real secret of 

the Mujahedeens' heroism. 


Question: Who is Babrak Karmal actually? 


Answer: My family knows him well. Under the reign of Zahir Shah, Karmal was 
a deputy in the National Assembly in Kabul. He opposed the monarchy and 
espoused very nationalistic ideas. Karmal was then an excellent politician, 
gifted with an exceptional talent for public speaking. Knowing Babrak 
Karmal, we cannot accept the falsehood that he is willingly betraying 

his country or that he is doing it in full command of his mental faculties. 


Question: Are you implying that the president's mental condition is not 
norma!’ 


Answer: We have followed Karmal's speeches on television. His face is no 
longer the same, his speech is broken, hesitant, poorly articulated; his 
eyes are empty, he's shaken by strange tics. Therefore I think I can say 
with assurance that the Soviets have brainwashed him. He's under the 
influence of some drug. Certainly he's living in a sort of ivory tower, 





converted into a prison, He doean't know that hie people are being 
exterminated by his own regime, He doesn't know that the Soviets are 
Massacring students in Kabul and burning villages with napalm, Karmal ts 
being kept in total isolation. What's more, he has attempted suicide-- 
not only once, as they've been saying, but three times. 


Jalalabad Communist Leader's Views 


Milan PANORAMA in italian 18 Aug 80 pp 49-51 


[Text] The war will end with a triumph for the communists. 
That is the belief of Naseir Charki, leader of the 
Jalalabad Communist Party. "It will be a political, not 

a military, victory. Our people are in agreement with the 
Soviets." 


It is night at che Spinghar (White Mountains) Hotel in Jalalabad. Officially 
we are two students of archaeology (Western journalists don't get visas), and 
we can remain in Afghanistan for 4 days. A man about 40 years old approaches 
us. "Foreigners?" he asks in French. "Yes," we reply. "Communists?" he 
wants to know. "Yes, we're Swiss communists.” A shadow of mistrust 
disappears from our interlocutor's face and gives way to a broad grin. 


Thus began our friendship with Nassir Charki, secretary of the Afghan 
Communist Party for Jalalabad Province and the highest political authority 
in the district. We told him we were reporters for communist publications. 
That was the opening he was waiting fur to expound his authentic view of 
the Afghan war. 


"The Soviets came to our assistance because the Western imperialistic 
powers were laying hands on Afghanistan," he explained. This is the 
official pretext frequently repeated by communist sources, But Nassir 
Charki's authentic view became mre interesting and original as, little by 
little, he got down to particulars. "The Soviet contingent consists of no 
more than 10,000-12,000 men," he informed us, That's one-tenth the number 
known in the West. “And they'll pull out when all our problems are 
solved." Jalalabad's party chief predicted that the Soviets will take . 
their leave sooner than anyone expects--"The end of this year or in the 
first months of next year,” he swore. That is, within 6 or 7 months at 
the most, the war will be over, ending in a communist victory, of course. 
It won't be a military victory but a political one." 


A wierd type, this Nassir Charki. Convinced that practically the whole 
population is on his side, nevertheless he travels around with an escort 
of seven bodyguards armed with Kalashnikovs, and he is armed himself. He 
said he'd been a Communist for 14 years, but confessed that he hadn't yet 
arrived at a satisfactory level of ideological preparation. For example, 
he didn't yet understand all the implications of historical materialism. 








For now, his convictions are few but fronclad. fabrak Karmal is a genius. 
And if he allows himself to be photographed occasionally with some mullah, 
he only does it to give a little weight to that sector of the population 
which is still ignorant and religious. "Here, too, to abolish religion it 
will take at least 20 or 30 years," he says. In his view, there is no 
doubt: it's religion that keeps the people backward. "What's all this 
foolishness about Ramadan? What sense does it make to fast from morning 
to night for | month? It debilitates the body and the mind, it drains the 
will to work, certainly it doesn't help a people to develop.” In that 
month of Ramadan, he ate and drank without a trace of guilt. 


Tomorrow this Parcham boss of Jalalabad will have an official car waiting 
for us in front of the hotel, a white Volga. Two soldier escorts will 

show us the town, and we'll see that all is calm. The bazaar is open and 
teeming with people, as usual. We see Soviet soldiers buying wares. Soviet 
and Afghan tanks circulate through the streets, and every 5 minutes a 

patrol of three helicopters streak across the sky. At strategic points, 
voices blare out political slogans over loudspeakers. This must be 

normal in Jalalabad since no one seems to pay any attention to the tanks, 
the helicopters or the slogans. 


Pour kilometers away is the city's ai. base, one of the most important 

in the country. From afar we behold some 60 helicopters and 20 Antonov 
transport planes, Seemingly unperturbed, Nassir Charki wants to know 
something about communism in the outside world. He's heard about 

Georges Marchais, PCF secretary, but he doesn't even know the name of Enrico 
Berlinguer. "Is he a friend of the Russians or the Chinese?" he asks 
somewhat anxiously, and to quell his fears, we give him the answer he wants 
to hear. 


"When it's all over I want to come to Europe to meet Berlinguer and Marchais 
in person,” he says. “Certainly they, too, are honorable men, beloved by 
their people, like our Karmal." 
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AFGHANISTAN 


AIRLINE EMPLOYEES ARRESTED IN PLOT AGAINST KARMAL 


Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 31 Jul 80 pp 1,6 


[Article: "Employees of Ariana Airlines Arrested for Plot Against Karmal; 
Plan to Destroy Plane Taking Babrak to Moscow Masterminded by Gulabzoi, 
Minister of Interior; Mujahidin Free Nandraj and Ali Nagar Districts of 
Laghman Province" ] 


[Text] Kabul, 30 July (APP/PP1)--The Mujahidin have badly defeated the 
Russian army in various places in Afghanistan. Many Russians were killed 
in a day-long battle in (Arshak) District of Takhar province. Seven 
tanks were also destroyed. The Mujahidin attacked a Russian company in 
(Shajo) district Zabol [province] and, in an all-day battle, killed many 
Russian soldiers and destroyed seven trucks and a jeep carrying wireless 
equipment. They also burned 24,500 kg of wheat. 


The Mujahidin attacked a Russian company which was leaving (Maroof) in 
Kandahar province for the state's capital and fought it for five days. 

One hundred Russian soldiers were killed and 15 tanks were destroyed in 
this battle. In two other battles fought in Kandahar province, 140 
Russian soldiers and 17 Russian agents were killed, and three Russians were 
captured. 


According to another report, the Mujahidin have liberated (Ali Nagar) and 
(Nandraj) districts of Laghman province. The Mujahidin killed 60 Russians 
and wounded another 60 in that battle. One armored truck and two regular 
army trucks were also destroyed. This is the first time that a Bulgarian 
commander is reported to have taken part in a battle in Lugman province. 


According to another report the Mujahidin killed 18 communists in (Mausi) 
Khel in Paktia. In a fierce battle in Kandahar, 300 Russian soldiers were 
killed and the Mujahidin seized a large amount of ammunition. 


The 12 employees of Ariana Airlines convicted of mutiny were connected 
with the Khalq Party. They were accused of kidnapping the president of 
Ariana Airlines who is a staunch supporter of Babrak Karmal. According 

to some sources, the minister of interior, Sayed Gulabzoi, had masterminded 
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this plot to overthrow the Karmal government, The plan was to destroy the 
plane carrying Babrak Karmal to Moscow, Two of the 12 employees were first 
sentenced to death, but this sentence was later changed to life imprisonment. 
The remaining ten were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment. 


According to some experts, Russia needs 250,000 mre soldiers if it te to 
control Afghanistan. At present, it has a total of 120,000 soldiers, an 
increase of 30,000. In the cantonments of (Khairkhana) and (Bala Hissar), 
there is increased military activity due to the increase in the number 

of soldiers. Last month, a squadron of Mig-21 fighter planes and two 
squadrons of helicopters were seen here. Now, there are two squadrons of 
Mig planes and the airport is crowded with helicopters. 


The Russians and the Mujahidin are both strengthening their positions in 
Kabul. 





AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


ISLAMIC COUNCIL FORMED--Kabul, 29 July (PPI)--The common people of Afghanistan 
have set up a 68-member Islamic council. Hasan Gaylani, a graduate of Kabul 
University and commander of the Mujahidin in (Paktia?), has been appointed 
president of this council. Mr Hasan Gaylani said that the purpose of this 
non-political body is to find ways to make the Jihad mre effective and 
foster unity among Afghans. Babrak Zai, formerly a high court judge in 
Afghanistan, has been elected vice-president. Mohammad Hakim will be 
secretary and spokesman. Mr Gaylani has appealed to everyone who loves 
Afghanistan to help the council. He said that the Afghan people are fighting 
for their lives. Unarmed people, innocent children, and women are falling 
prey to the Russian atrocities, He further said that this council will 
establish branches all over the country, and that a central government with 

a president, a prime minister and several ministers will be announced in the 
near future. [Text] [Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 30 Jul 80 pp 1,6] 7997 


MUJAHIDIN DESTROY RUSSIAN EMBASSY--Kabul 31 July--The Afghan Mujahidin have 
destroyed the Russian embassy in Kabul. According to the ASSOCIATED PRESS, 
tourists arriving in New Delhi report that this was the fourth attack on the 
Soviet embassy since the Russian invasion. The embassy has been heavily 
guarded since this attack. The Kabul airport is bristling with MIG and 
helicopter activity. Russian planes land and take off every minute. Some 
planes and helicopters were seen flying toward Ghazni. According to one 
report, large convoys of Russian army vehicles are passing through Kabul 

at night. The two factions of the ruling party are still fighting among 
themselves, while the whole of Afghanistan is facing a serious food 
shortage. [Text] [Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 1 Aug 80 p 3) 7997 


CSO: 4203 


34 





IRAN 


LRAQ DENOUNCED FOR HARBORING ANTI-KHOMEYNI RADIO STATIONS 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 31 Aug 80 p 2 


[Text] A recent article in the Financial TIMES dealt with the Persian- 
Language broadcasts that are now being beamed daily into Iran from abroad. 
In addition to the old established American, British and Russian radio 
stations there are now others, based most probably in Basrah in Iraq and in 
Cairo, which pour daily abuse on th* Islamic Republic of Iran and do their 
utmost to spread discontent, stir up opposition to the new regime and en- 
courage dissidents. 


Of these stations, the most prominent are "Radio Iran", which disseminates 
the messages and propaganda of Shapour Bakhtiar, and the "Free Voice of 
Iran" which acts for Gholam Ali Oveisi, the notorious brutal general of 
the former shah. Both of these stations are situated in Iraq, and the ex- 
penses for their operations are commonly assumed to be paid for out of the 
budget of the CIA. 


The existence of these stations is a natural outcome of the deeprooted op- 
positions of the present Iraqi regime towards its Islamic Republican neigh- 
bor. 


An interesting talk on "the background to the Iraq-Iran crisis" by Muhammad 
Iqbal a member of the Moslem Institute in London throws new light on the 
reasons for this implacable hostility. Iqbal traces the rise of the Mid- 
dle Eastern states that emerged from the collapse of the Ottoman Empire 
after World War I, the virtual take-over of Iraq by Britain under its man- 
date from the League of Nations, and the rise of the Ba'th Socialist Party. 
Iqbal then describes how emerging Arab nationalism in Iraq looked first to 
Communism for ideas and support, and how the Ba'athist regime turned back 
again to the capitalist West when clerical opposition to Communism made it 
realize that the main obstacle not only to the drift towards the left but 
to Iraqi Arab nationalism itself was the Moslem clergy and people. 


In Iran, the Pahlavi dictatorship has propagated Iranian nationalism and 
racism, to the detriment of Islam, and though the opposing nationalisms of 
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the two neighboring countries inevitably led to conflict, it was eventually 
realized by both sides that the real enemy of the two regimes was Islam. 

As soon as it was seen that they had too much in common to waste their 
energies in pointless hostilities, their long-standing feud was swiftly 
patched up. 


But now that the Islamic Republic has been established, and has vowed to 
export its ideology, the Ba'thist regime once again sees Iran as the major 
threat to its existence. The Republic's success represents a constant en- 
couragement to its own Moslems, particularly the Shi'ite population, and 

a grave threat to its own power. Hence the new collaborations of the 
Ba'thists with the formerly despised capitalists in fomenting a counter- 
revolution in Iran; hence the murder of the Iraqi Shi'ite Leader Muhammad 
Baqer al-Sadr, the expulsion of tens of thousands of Moslems to Iran, and 
the constant stream of subversive propaganda, directed at the Islamic Re- 
public. 
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CONCEPTS FOR KHOMEYNI SOCIAL POLICY OUTLINED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 1 Sep 80 p 2 


[Text|) The current iseue of the weekly magazine SOROUSH contains a commen- 
tary under the title of ‘Soctal Stratification and ite Effect on the Gov- 
ernment.’ Referring to social stratification in Iranian society and the 
moral, soctal and ideological characteristics of the different strata, the 
article saye, “Generally speaking, Tranian society consiete of two differ- 
ent strate the firet, including the sajority of society, is desirous of in- 
dependence, freedom and the Islamic Republic of iran. 


It comprises all classes, including workers, farmers, students, intellec- 
tuale, barear merchante, guild men, the clergy, teachers, etc. 


Thie group te quite prepared to tolerate poverty, shortages, economic and 
political preseure, even famine. They have risen up for Islam, not for ma- 
terialiem, and are ready to struggle against the pressures imposed by for- 
elgn powers, wielding the weapon of faith in Islam. For those who follow 
the line of Imam Khomeini, the honesty of the imam is an unquestionable 
principle. 


The second including stratum comprises the small minority that is after 
economic prosperity. From the very beginning of the victory of the revo- 
lution, thie group has endeavored to achieve this aim. Being unable to bear 
a prolonged etruggle, they are ready to remain economically dependent so as 
to ensure their economic welfare. They never think of the day when the 

gap between the developed countries and an independent Iran will be filled 
and politica) and economic relations are balanced and just. This class ac- 
knowledges the backwardness of Iran and thinks that the only way to escape 
it ie to resort to Western styles. 


However, the arming of the revolutionary system against the old regime's 
inetitutions will further help the establishment o: the Islamic Republic. 
The members of a responsible government should obviously be selected from 
among the firet etratum, that is, from those who are faithful to the “ideal 
of” independence, freedom, and an Islamic Republic! The wrong policies of 
the provisional government (of Mehdi Bazargan) stemmed from the fact that 
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some of ite members thought firet of economic prosperity. Any coalition of 
people from these two strata would be an obstacle to the progrese and the 
export of the revolution, Therefore, the new cabinet should consist of 
united, sympathetic ministers, 


The article then refere to the more sensitive and influential poste of the 
government and analytically describes their main duties and responsibili-~- 
ties as followa: 


1) The Ministry of Foreign Affaire. The foreign policy of Iran should be 
based on the apirit of the Islamic Revolution and the guidelines of the 
imam. The imam hae emphatically repeated that "we will export our revolu- 
tion to the world,” that we should support world liberation movements and 
all the oppressed peoples. The main duty of the Foreign Ministry is to 
introduce the Islamic Revolution of Iran to the world, 


Iranian embassies abroad should become centers for the propagation of Ie- 
lamic culture and the Islamic perception of reality. Psychological war is 
one of the most destructive weapons of the enemy, who is therefore ener- 
getically seeking to impose this war by forming and coordinating a front 
including SAVAK agents, fugitive army officers, counter-revolutionaries, 
proponents of economic prosperity, and disatisfied groups and organizations. 


2) The Ministry of National Guidance. This ministry has the duty of re- 
sisting the propaganda of the enemy inside the country. Preparing the peo- 
ple to encounter a prolonged fight is another duty of the sinistry. The 
psychological war imposed by the enemy with the help of SAVAK mercenaries 
and pro-essional anti-revolutionaries inside the country, can be easily 
nullified by the efforte of the National Guidance Ministry and the masse 
media. 


3) The Ministry of the Interior: This can be the main designer of the 
internal policy of the country. The future fate of the revolution depends 
on the {judicious appointment of the Interior Minister, governors-general, 
governors and police heads all of whom have wide authority. Selecting 
these people from among the second stratum (the proponents of economic 
prosperity) will endanger the future of the revolution. 


4) The Ministry of Culture and Higher Education: one of the duties of 
this ministry is to train individuals who can carry the Islamic Revolution 
forward to ite final stage. The ‘educational revolution’ launched against 
the western educational and cultural system dominating our society will 
achieve its final results with the help of this ministry. 


5) The Ministries of Agriculture, Industries and Mines and Labor. The 
stronger the officials of these ministries are in leadership, the closer 
will we be to the economic independence of Iran. 
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KUWAIT 


COUNTRY’S FORFIGN INVESTMENTS DIVERSTFIED 


Zurich NEVE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German 17 Sep 80 


[Article by Ug: “Diversification of Kuwait's Investmente--Ineuf ficient 
Absorbing Capacity of Domestic Economy") 


[Text] Kuwait, September--By virtue of its extensive petroleum reserves, 
Kuwait is one of the wealthiest countries in the world--measured by per 
capita grose national product. Since only part of the vast flow of money 
coming in can be absorbed by the domestic market, the Kuwaiti government 
is investing heavily in the industrialized world, with its investments 
aimed at long-range security. 


Return Flow of Money Into the Petroleum Sector 


in 1979, che state of Kuwait took in approximately 4 billion dinars (about 
25 billion Swiss france) from its petroleum business. Given a 20-percent 
‘,crease in production to 911 million barrele--to compensate for the sharp 
decline in Iranian production=--this meant that revenues were nearly twice 
those of the preceding year. Even though exports have been cut back by 

25 percent to 1.5 million barrels per day, there will probably be a marked 
rise in thie year's proceeds as well, since on the one hand the new price 
increases will be having an impact and, on the other hand, Kuwait is mean- 
while selling a large part of its production on the open market. One of 
the most important tasks facing the ruling amir, Sheikh Jabir al-Ahmad 
|al-Sabah|, and his government is that of putting this income into domestic 
and foreign investments which will be as profitable and safe as possible. 
Unlike Bahrain or Oman, for example, Kuwait will have no particular concerns 
about shrinking c. ude oil reserves, at least for the present. Its more than 
/0 billion barrels--the second-largest stocks in the world--will make con- 
tinuous production possible even beyond the next 100 years. 


Investment in the petroleum sector is one of the strategies being employed 
to absorb domestically a portion of the petroleum revenues which, inciden- 
tally, still imitially land in U.S. banks. At the beginning of this year, 
the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) was formed, bringing together the 

Kuwait Oil Company (KOC), the Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC), the 
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Petrochemicals Industries (PCL) and the Kuwait O11 Tanker Company (KOTC), 
The new corporation, whose original capital amounts to | billion dinars, 
will net enly conmern tteell more with the sale of petroleum (purchasing 
contracts with OP, Shell and Gulf O11 expired at the end of Mareh); it will 
aleo be investing heavily in the prospecting, transport and “downstream” 
sectors, The Kuwaiti tanker [leet, for inetance, which already consists of 
15 petroleum, liquid=-gae and products tankers, is to be expanded to 27 
vessels by the end of 1L9R2 In addition, there are plane to increase by 
about 50 percent=<to at least /50,000 barrels per day=<the output of the 
refineries by \982<#3; Chen Kuwait would iteel! be processing half the oil 
it produces, More than the equivalent of 1.5 billion Swiss frances has been 
tied up in 4 single gae Liquefaction plant that wae opened in 1979 and can 
produce up to 560 million cubic leet per day. Plane have also been made 
to broaden the petrochemical industry's product mix, 


Kuwait glories in ite reputation as a classic welfare state. The improve- 
ment of Social services is in tact one of the most important attempts to 
share portions of of] wealth with the people. Education and health care 
are free, while generous social legislation provides for old-age and dis- 
ability pensions; even low-income segments of the population are assured 
their own land and adequate housing through an extensive housing construc- 
tion and loan program. The sume spent by the Kuwaiti estate on the social 
sector are apparent: For example, the 1980-1981 budget provides for a total 
of 150 million dinars for housing construction; 184 million dinars for the 
education sector, which continues to enjoy priority; and nearly 1286 million 
dinare for health care. Yet, many of the social services cover only the 
approximately 560,000 Kuwaiti citizens, but not the majority of the popu- 
lation=--namely, the circa 800,000 foreigners from 114 nations, 


Development of the Infrastructure 


Development of the infrastructure is another form of the domestic use of 
petroleum revenues. The electric power production capacity presently 
amounts to about 2,200 megawatts, but because of the rapid development of 
demand--electricity consumption is rising by an average of 15 percent per 
year=-the construction of new electric power plants is an urgent necessity. 
Calculations based on the present growth rate show that in as few as 20 
vears, Kuwait's entire petroleum production will be needed to operate oil- 
fired power plante--a vision that gives little joy to Kuwaiti planners. 
There is also a growing demand for drinking water, increasing by about 

20 percent a year. At the present time it is possible to remove the salt 
from around 270 million liters of sea water per day; the construction of 
new installations is planned. Plans also exist for expanding the harbor, 
the highway network and telecommunications facilities. The need to provide 
recreational facilities has also been recognized of late. 


Curiously enough, Kuwait places little value on a streamlined long-range 
planning system, Neither the first five-year plan, from 1967-68 to 1971-72, 
nor the second, from 19/6-77 to 1980-81, ever gained legal validity--to the 
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comaternation of the plannere==because the National Assembly either had been 
uable to arrive at any deciatone or had been dissolved before it could do 
20; a third attempt ts now under way, To be sure, there are quite apecifix 
coneeptions for developing the city of Kuwait. It has been divided into 


zones of use, and it ie with great pride that Kuwaiti officials ape. of a 
recently completed model that shows a modern city of Kuwait in the year 
‘000, consisting of e@trips of open apace, tall buildings and multi-Lane 


expt eaewayve 


Umlike Oatar, for example, “uwait is being very restrained in the matter 

of industrial expansitor oove all, there is no thought of establishing 
preetige projects which .9 all probability would produce no gains. Further- 
more, those in positions of responsibility do not want to add to the influx 
of foreten labor, for it te virtually ineonceivable that Kuwaitie--most of 
whom work ae merchants, silent partnere for foreign entrepreneurs or govern- 
ment employees--would hire themselves out to eteel or aluminum plants. So 
Kuwait's intereate lie more with the establishment of a emali- and medium- 
scale private industry that takes care of everyday consumer needs, The 
induetrial Bank of Kuwait, founded in 1974, has already financed far in 
excesea of 100 protecta of this kind. 


Marked Accumulation ot Reserves 


Deepite every effort, however, the total income from the oil bueiness cannot 

be spent at home. As a “low absorber,” Kuwait has therefore been pursuing 
for some yeare « pelicy of foreign investments and accumulation of reserves 
riented toward long-range security. Kuwait's declared reserves at the end 
f 1979 amounted to 12.8 billion dinare (more than 80 billion Swias francs), 


neari ‘) percent more than for the preceding year. The current state 
leet for 1980-8! again provides for an abundant accumulation of reserves: 
i‘) million dinare are to be channeled into the government's reserve fund 


und 928 million into the “Fund for Future Generations,” established in 

November 1976. Moet of the reserves have hitherto been invested in the 

United States, where Kuwait owns at least $1 million worth of stock in 
virtually all the leading corporcstions; Europe occupies second place on 
the Liet. At the end of 1979, 66 percent of Kuwaiti surpluses were located 
in these two regions; 25 percent were in Kuwait, 5 percent in other Arab 
ountries and | percent in Japan. 


Kuwaiti investment activity has undergone a change in recent months, hovw- 
ever. An wneasiness over the freezing of Iranian assets in the United States 
is one of the gajor reasons why the Kuwaiti Finance Ministry, which is respon- 
sible for adminiatering the government surpluses, hrs been pushing for 
greater regional diversification. Thus, the government has recently revealed 
a predilection for Japanese companies and now has a tinancial interest in 
Toshiba, Hitachi, the Mitsubishi Electric Company and the Mitsubishi Corpora- 
tion. Japanese financial circles estimate that petroleum-exporting countries 
have invested around $! billion in the Tokyo market--led by Kuwait. 
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The German market~-<in which the Kuwaiti government cooperates closely with 
the Deutsche Bank and the Dresdner Bank=-seems to have maintained its drawing 
power, Kuwait has followed up its acquisition in December 1974 of 14 percent 
of the Daimler Benz Corporation's capital atock with a 33-percent financial 
interest in Korf-Stahl [Korf Steel) and a 10<percent interest in the 
Metallgeseliachaft [Metal Company], And it is now in on the VW corporation 
as well, since a short time ago it acquired from the Brazilian Monteiro 
Aranha holding company 10 percent of the stock of VW do Brasil for $115 
million (VW still has 80 percent, while Monteiro Aranha has 10 percent). 
According to private estimates, Kuwait's investments in England amount to 
around | billion pounds, To be sure, the declared holdings of the Kuwait 
Investment Office, which functions as the government's agent, were signifi- 
cantly lower last spring, Listed at approximately 225 million pounds, (In 
England, only those foreign partnerships which exceed 5 percent have to be 
made public.) Mainly insurance companies and financial enterprises appear 
to be in demand, but also hotels, industrial enterprises and firms with real 
estate holdings. Kuwait is content for the most part with participating 
shares of between 5 and 10 percent and with the role of a silent partner, 
although one exception is the total acquisition of Hay's Wharf, a holding 
company with significant real estate holdings on the banks of London's 
Thames [River]. 


Investments in Arab countries are apparently not in great demand at present. 
Finance Minister ‘Abd al-Rahman Salim al-'Atiqi confirmed recently that 
although Kuwait had been the first country to invest heavily in the Arab 
world, it now preferred to go back to its Western markets because of the 
administrative hurdles that exist in the Arab countries. But a major portion 
of Kuwaiti development aid does go to its fraternal states. In 1978-79, it 
accounted for 61 percent of the nearly 100 million dinars in loans that were 
granted by the Kuwait Fund for Arabic Economic Development (KFAED), one of 
the most important channels through which development aid is provided. All 
told, Kuwait spends a substantial 5 percent of its gross national product 
on development aid, though part of it has to be regarded as bilateral sup- 
port of countries and organizations that are especially prominent in the 
struggle against Israel. 


Political Uncertainty 


The government has been so careful in selecting its foreign investments-- 
shareholdings, bonds, deposits and real estate--that its reinvestment of 
financial returns, which are estimated privately at about 1 billion dinars 
for 1979, is beginning to create problems. in any event, it appears that 
the amir is having success with his plan to provide sources of financing for 
the country which it can fall back on if its river of oil should dry up one 
day. Nevertheless, the confused domestic political conditions and the tense 
situation in the [Persian] Gulf region constitute a weighty factor of uncer- 
tainty. There has been no parliament since August 1976. The amir at that 
time, Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad, had rescinded important articles of the consti- 
tution, dissolved the National Assembly and transferred all power to the 
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executive branch following Lengthy confrontations between the government 
and parliament, These orders had been Limited to 4 years, and last February 
4 committee had been charged with revising the 1962 constitution, But 
several events affecting internal security then gave rise to doubts that 
the parliamentary system of government would actually be restored tn the 
near future: the unsolved attempt on the life of the visiting Lranian 
foreign minister, Ghotbeadeh; acts of arson perpetrated against supply 
inetallations; bombings; and a mysterious ekyjacking by two Palestinians 
arrying Jordanian passports, At the end of August, the amir put an end 
to the speculation for the time being by setting next February as the date 
for parliament to convene. To be sure, no one knows yet how parliament is 
to be constituted. The introduction of women's suffrage is at least being 
discussed, 


While internal opposition does not appear to be 4 major concern, trouble 
could come from the many foreigners against whose rights there is consid- 
erable discrimination, Although the most important group, the 160,000 
Palestinians, has a substantial interest in maintaining the status quo by 
virtue of its supporting position in the Kuwait administration, some polit- 
ical observers nevertheless fear--largely because of the growing tensions 
between Iran and Iraq=--that Kuwait could become another Beirut: a battle- 
ground ot parties, tribes, sects and states, a11 at odds with one another. 


[Tabie on following page] 
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LIBYA 


LIBYAN OFFICIAL INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT CONCERNS 


Palermo GLORNALE DI SICILIA in Italian 8 Jul 80 p 15 


[Interview with Mohamed Tabet, a leader of the Libyan People's Revolutionary 
Committee, by Francesco Marotta date and place not given) 


|Text] During the 1] years which have passed since Colonel Qadhdhafi came 

to power, Libya has undergone profound political, economic and social changes, 
which have made it one of the leading countries of the Arab world and of the 
Third World, The Libyan experiment of an "Islamic socialism" together with 
that form of direct democracy which finds its expression in the People's 
Revolutionary Committees created in 1973 has been viewed with sympathy by 
some elements of the European left which consider it a third way between 
Western capitalism and Soviet socialism. The important role of Tripoli in an 
area of the world such as the Middle East, where there are concentrated the 
most serious points of crisis of the international equilibrium, increases 

the importance of knowing Libya's position on the major problems of the 
moment. This occasion is given to us by the presence now in Sicily of 
Mohamed Tabet, one of the principal exponents of the Libyan People's Revo- 
lutionary Committees, to whom we posed a series of questions. 


[Question] What is the current state of relations between Libya and Italy? 


[Answer] Relations with Italy are good and we are willing to improve them 
by broadening the possibilities for economic cooperation. The presence of 
Italian firms in Libya is appreciated by our people and is considered a 
great contribution to the industrial and agricultural development of our 
country. 


[Question] What is your position on the problem of fishing, which interests 
Sicily particularly? 


[Answer] On the question of fishing, there are no p ‘oblems on our side. 
Everything depends on you. We are ready to negotiate an agreement. In 
Libya, a dozen Sicilian companies are already at work and we would like to 
broaden the possibilities for cooperation, As early as 1977, we signed an 
agreement for cooperation with the Sicilian region. This document has not 
been put into effect and not through our fault, We are still willing and 
interested in implementing it if the regional authorities meet us halfway 
and, if necessary, we are ready to initiate new talks to bring it up to date. 
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[Question] Italian and European public opinion has been impressed by the 
recent murders of certain Libyan opposition members who were living abroad, 
What is at the origin of these forms of violence? 


[Answer] This is a problem which concerns only the Libyan people, because in 
Libya all the power is in the hands of the people, The people consider the 
opposition members as thieves who have carried abroad the riches of the 
country. Those who have accepted the invitation to return to their home- 
land have not been punished and now they are respected and they live freely 
and have jobs. The objective of the Libyan people is to give complete 
freedom to all. Those who did not accept the invitation to return to Libya 
have been judged by the same Libyan people who requested their physical 
elimination, 


[Question] What is Libya's position on the question of the Middle East in 
the light also of the increased tension in relations with Egypt? 


[Answer] The relations between the Libyan and the Egyptian peoples are 
relations of brotherhood; concerning our relations with Sadat, we are 
strongly opposed to his objectives, which are neoimperialistic, We want 

the Mediterranean to be a peaceful sea, Peace is the prime objective of the 
Libyan people, who want the welfare of all the nations of this area. For 
this reason, we are opposed to the presence of military fleets, especially 
American ones, in the Mediterranean. Sadat wants to grant sea and land 

bases to the United States to dominate the Egyptian people and the Arab 
nations adjacent to Cairo, The American presence in the Middle East and in 
the Mediterranean has the aim of dominating the Arab peoples to exploit them. 
Imperialism is the great disease of the United States which was born in the 
process of chasing from their land and oppressing the Indians of America. 

The same thing happened in the Middle East, with the Palestinian people being 
chased from their land by the Jews who had come from the United States, 
Rurope and the USSR. The Middle Eastern crisis will be resolved when these 
lands are returned to the Palestinians who were born there. Only in this 
way can a Palestinian state be created, a state in which even the Jews of 
Arab origin can live in peace. Israel's objective and that of the United 
States is to destroy the Arab people and we will always be opposed to this 
and we will support the PLO, which only wants to get back the lands which 
belong to the Palestinian people. We consider the Camp David agreements 
useful only to American and Israeli interests and a betrayal of Palestinian 
interests. Now all the Arab peoples have the task of destroying these 
agreements and even the Egyptian people are committed in the struggle to cause 
the fall of the Sadat regime which is the artisan of these agreements. 


[Question] What importance do the rumors of opposition between Libya and 
Arafat, spread recently by certain press organs, have? 


[Answer] We support the Palestinian people in all areas in carrying out their 
objective to liberate Palestine. The reports of opposition between us and 
Arafat are inventions of Israeli propaganda and the proof of the contrary is 
in the welcome which the Libyan people paid to Arafat when he came to 
Tripoli. 
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[Question] What is Libya's strategy within OPEC? 


[Answer] O11 is an economic asset which concerns all the peoples of the 
world and they must all do their share to protect this asset and to act in 
such a way that it can be used peacefully by all. 


[Question] What is your opinion of the Iranian Islamic revolution and of the 
question of the American hostages? 


[Answer] We consider the Iranian revolution to be a revolution with a pro- 
found human responsibility which aims to increase the freedom of men and 
fight colonialism, The question of the hostages concerns only the Iranian 
people, they alone must decide, 


[Question] What is your position on the Afghan crisis and on the struggle of 
the Afghan rebels? 


[Answer] The Afghan crisis is a problem which concerns only the Afghan people 
who must have the last word. 


[Question] Some European press organs have spoken of Libyan support of 
terrorist groups, including the Italian ones. What do you think of these 
accusations? 


[Answer] These reports are slander against Libya by Israeli and American 
propaganda, as are false the rumors of attempts against Qadhdhafi, who enjoys 
excellent health and is in power with the full support of the Libyan people. 
Libya aids all the peoples struggling for independence from colonialism and 
supplies aid to all the movements of liberation. Freedom, well-being and peace 
for all the peoples of the world are the fundamental objectives of the poli- 
tical revolution, 


8956 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


TRAQ, IRAN URGED TO ACCEPT ISLAMIC MEDIATION 
GF301400 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 28 Sep 80 p 16 
[Editorial: "The Urgent Task Is to Stop the Fighting") 


[Text] The Islamic mediation between Iraq and Iran must succeed. Its 
success is in the interest of both countries. This is a war in which the 
victor will emerge defeated and the winner encumbered with losses. 


The mediators’ urgent task is to bring an immediate end to the fighting, 
whatever the conditions. Every hour of fighting means scores of dead on 
both sides of the border, hundreds of wounded, an attrition of the two 
countries’ national resources and a rapid dissipation of their military 
capabilities. 


This is the only urgent task at present. Everything else can be postponed 
and is open to negotiations that can take any form other than that of 
devastation and resorting to arms, 


Once this urgent task has been accomplished the mediators can continue 
their role of restoring the relations that have been spoiled by the war, 
lay down solid bases that would guarantee that there is no need to resort 
to war again and bring about an agreement that would put a complete end 
to the disputes between the two neighboring countries. The mediators 

are indeed asked to continue their mission. But all this depends on the 
extent of their success in ending the fighting--a necessary first step 
for achieving the other tasks. 


The mediators’ success in ending the fighting is dependent on one condi- 
tion, namely that the two belligerents accept the mediators’ mission 

and accept the mediators as arbiters in their dispute. Of course, the 
arbitration will not be biased toward any one side or at the expense of 
any party. Both sides are dear to the Islamic worid. Their interests 
are an indivisible part of the interests of the Islamic world. 





The two sides' acceptance of the mediation is the beginning of real 
victory. An end to the fighting is a victory over death, destruction 
and bloodshed. It is the beginning of a long and necessary road toward 
stablishing better relations between the two fraternal countries based 
on resolving outstanding problems between them in a biotherly spirit. 


The two sides’ acceptance of the principle of Islamic mediation will be 
clear evidence of their concern for the feelings of the Islamic world, 
which is now sending its mediators to the battlefield, and a true test 
of their respect for these feelings, which have almost been slaughtered 
by this fratricide. 


Both sides are called upon to accept this mediation, facilitate its task 
and ensure its success. 


CSO: 4802 
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UNITED ARAB EMiRATES 


ABU DHABI ECONOMIC STATISTICS REPORTED 
Dubai AL=BAYAN in Arabic 3 Aug 80 p 2 


[Article by Ahmad Muhsin: "Statistics Released by Planning Bureau in 
Abu Dhabi; Gross National Product in 1979 Surpassed 50 Billion Dirhams; 
Plans Are Being Made To Switch from a Service Economy to One of Produc- 
tion] 


[Text] Abu-Dhabi--The Bureau of Planning in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
has confirmed that increasing the ca.pacity of the production sectors 
has become a fundamental strategic goal in the effort to diversify and 
increase sources of revenue in the UAE, particularly in Abu Dhabi. 


The bureau said that its specialists are preparing studies of all economic 
activities. These studies will ultimately be translated into a program 
for economic and social development in the emirate. The bureau's office 
of statistics is preparing several analytical studies using information 
appearing in statistical records it has published, as well as statis- 
tics provided by all of the country's bureaus. 


This information is reported in the annual statistics released by the 
bureau yesterday on the emirate's accomplishments during 1979. The 
report contains statistics on the following subjects: population, the 
social fabric, production, trade, distribution and the economic sectors. 
AL-BAYAN here offers a brief analysis of the statistics. 


Population 


Population figures are estimated on the basis of the following: the 

1975 census; the results of the 1978 inventory of homes and housing units; 
and birth and death statistics according to group and nationality. These 
figures indicate that the population of Abu Dhabi in 1979 was approxi- 
mately 347,093. Between 1975 and 1979 the population is estimated to have 
increased by approximately 135,280 persons, 64 percent. 


On the other hand, information released by the Ministry of Health clearly 
shows a different increase. However, it is in the health service areas. 
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Abu Dhabi's hospitale admitted 34,051 patients in 1979, as against 25,696 
in 19/8, an inerease of 335 percent, 


Nospitale in al-'Ayn admitted 18,617 patients in 1979, as against 16,013 
in the previous year, 


The number of live births in Abu Dhabi in 1979 is estimated at 7,817, 
of which 35 percent were citizens, The number of live births in al-'Ayn 
is estimated at about 5,228, of which 57 percent were citizens. 


Civil Servants 


According to information released by the Department of Organization and 
Administration, the number of civil servants in the various government 
bureaus rose from 16,122 in 1978 to 18,635 in 1979, an increase of 16 
percent. 


Education 


The statistics showed that the increased educational potential of the 
population is a major sign of progress, inasmuch as progress and moderni- 
ration continually require new skills in all fields. The emirate has 
broadened educational opportunities in a very short time. The number 

of schools has risen from 99 to 105. 


The number of classrooms has risen from 1,189 to 1,323. 
fhe number of etudents has risen from 29,524 to 32,776 males and females. 


fhe number of students in the University of the Emirates rose from 519 
males and females in 1978 to 1,015 in 1979, a 96 percent increase. The 
vast majority of the students were citizens, 87 percent in 1978 and 81 
percent in 1979, 


Tourism 


furnine to the hotels and tourism sector, the number of hotels in the 
emirate rose from 12 to 14, an increment of 2. The number of rooms 
rose from 1,2%4 to 2,242, an increment of 1,008. 


Agriculture 


Agricultural statistics demonstrate the emirate's concern with creating 

a sufficiently diversified agricultural base in accordance with pre- 
determined priorities. The explanatory material accompanying the figures 
shows clear development in the agricultural sector. The number of farms 
in the al-'Ayn region rose from 771 in 1978 to 980 in 1979, an increment 
of 209, and a 27 percent increase. 
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The area under cultivation rose from 36,549 duname to 43,089, an 18 per- 
cent increase 


Livestock resources rose sharply, Fieh production in the same period 
rose from 5,83) tons to 6,421, a 10 percent tncrease, The value of the 
production rose from 52 million dirhams to 64.2 million, a 23 pereent 
increase, 


11! and Gas 


O11 and natural gas figures show that the number of producing wells rose 
from 336 to J66--an increase of 30 welle--from 1978 to 1979. Asa 
result, production capacity rose by 5,813 barrels [per day]. In 1979 
524,720,000 barrels of crude of] were exported, 2,087 (barrels per day] 
more than in 1978, 


industrial data show that 1979 saw production begin in the cinder block 
factory-<in which an investment of 30.6 million dirhams was made. The 
factory has a production capacity of 9 million bricks. 


Production in the petroleum refinery rose from 522,570 metric tons in 
1978 to 549,634 metric tons in 1979, an increase of 5 percent. 


Production in the Liquified gas plant rose from 1,687,048 metric tons in 
1978 ¢ ,.983,310 metric tons in 1979, an 18 percent increase. 


The statistics show that electricity consumption in Abu Dhabi rose from 
.,121,522 megawatts in 1978 to 1,499,011 megawatts in 1979, a 34 percent 
increase. 


in the same period actual production of generated electricity rose from 
, 369.066 megawatts to 1,723,911 megawatts, an increase of 26 percent. 


Actual datiy production of generated electric power rose from 300,857 
megawatts in 1978 to 446,151 megawatts in 1979, an increase of 48 per- 


cent. 


Water consumption in Abu Dhabi rose from 5,352.6 million gallons to 
.576.4 million galions, an increase of 42 percent. 


fonaetruct io 


The section on construction contained information on construction activity 
in the emirate. The information is based primarily on the 1978 survey of 
buildings and housing units. The total number of tuilding permits issued 
by the Bureau of City Planning in Abu Dhabi in various areas rose from 
1,619 to 1,720, an increment of 101 permits. 





Forelen Trade 


The value of imported goods rose from 6.31 billion dirhams in 1976 to 
/.75 billion dirhame in 1979, an increase of 23 percent. 


The total amount of imported goode followed the same trend, inasmuch as 
it rose from 1.69 billion tone in 1978 to 1.97 billion tone in 1979, an 
increase of 1|/ percent, 


In general, the trade surplus rose from 21.5 billion dirhams in 1978 to 
33,1 billion dirhams in 1979, an increase of 54 percent. 


Gross National Product 


In addition to the preceding, there is information on economic activity 
in the areas of transportation, communications, currency and banking. 


By aggregating every economic sector in the emirate, the gross national 
product is computed to have risen from 34.4 billion dirhams in 1978 to 
51.2 billion dirhame in 1979, an annual rate of growth of 49 percent. 


Fixed capital formation rose from 9 billion dirhams in 1978 to 16.1 
billion dirhams in 1979, an annual growth rate of 79 percent. 


In sum, according to the statistics, economic activity in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi ts currently thriving in all economic and social sectors. 
Although in the past the concentration has been on the service sectors 
to establish the groundwork, moving towards increasing the capacity of 
the production sectors has become a basic etrategic goal in the effort 
to diversify and increase sources of revenue. That is what the country 
needs at the present time. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GROUND RULES POR SUBMISSION OF MINISTERIAL BUDGETS OUTLINED 
Dubai AL<BAYAN in Arabic 29 Jul 80 p 2 


|Article: “The Ministries Are Now Preparing the 1961 National Budget; 
Hamdan lesues a Genera! Directive Calling for Compliance with Expendi- 
ture Guidelines and Preparation of a List of Each Office's Requirements; 
Final Draft Will Be Completed by 6 September; It Wil] Be Discussed by the 
Cabinet by 30 October") 


|Text) Dubai--Abu-Dhabi--Executive measures were taken yesterday to pre- 
pare @ preliminary national budget for the UAE for the coming fiscal year 
1981. 


Shaykh Hamdan ibn Rashid, the minister of finance and industry, yesterday 
iseved a financial general directive--number seven--to 41] ministries and 
government agencies. It announced that preparation of a preliminary budget 
for the coming year aust begin eo that it can be completed and submitted 
to the Minietry of Finance by 6 September 1980. The preliminary 1986) 
budget will then be submitted to the cabinet by the end of October. 


The Budget Has four Sections 


The directive included an outline of the structure of the budget. It 
coneiete of four sections. The first section deals with salaries and 
wages, and is subdivided into five parte: salaries; wages; allowances; 
pensions; and cash and noncash privileges. 


Section two is subdivided into four parts: supply and service require- 
mente; various service expenditures in the form of compensation of non- 
employees; current operational expenses; and special operational expenses. 


Section three deale with capital expenditures. 
Section four includes investments and “fixed investmentse"--that is, proj- 


ecte to be completed and new projects to be implemented by the various 
ministries and the Ministry of Public Worke and Housing. 





Right Rules the Mintetries Muet Follow 


The genera! directive outlined the general rules for preparing the national 
budget, and ineluded the essential iegal principles to be considered in 
preparing it. tt ealled for compliance with the text of article 129 of 
the UAE provisional conetitution, Thies article calla for submission of 
the proposed annual national budget, with estimates of revenues and 
expenses, at least two monthe before the beginning of the fiscal year, to 
the national Federal Counci!! which will diseuse it and make comments on 
it. In accordance with the provisions of national law 14 of 1973 per- 
taining to preparation of the national budget, each ministry must comply 
with the following general rules: 


|, Every proposed budget and modification thereto which is submitted to 
thie ministry guest be authorized by the minister or deputy minister. No 
proposed budget wil! be accepted from any ministry if it is not signed 
by one or the other of the aforementioned, 


?, The Mintetery of Finance will discuss the budget proposals submitted 
by each ministry 


}. Agente of the Minietry of Finance have the right to request any 
necessary additions! documentation of explanations. 


+. Proposed budgets submitted by each ministry gust contain all the data 
called for in thie general directive, and in any other general directives 
issued by this ministry in the future, 


Fach ageney must give an explanation of the reasons for 411 sums 
which are sought under any existing legislation, and gust justify any 
increases and their purpose in accordance with the detailed procedures 
given in the current general directive, or in previous or future ones. 


6. The proposed budget for fiscal year 1981 must be prepared in accor- 
dance with fiscal general directive 1} of 2 July 1975, as amended, detail- 
ing expenditures as required. 


?. Each ministry will inventory ail sums it owes and is unable to pay 
before }1 December 1980. They gust be taken into consideration in pre- 
paring estimates, and will have priority when the 1981 budget is deter- 
mined. 


8. The budget office within the Ministry of Finance will answer al! 
inquiries by the various ministries about the classification of specific 
expenses, so that this will be done properly. it will also provide any 
other necessary explanations. The budget office is also empowered to 
add new categories of expense. 
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Expenses and Inveatmente 


With regard to expenses, the general directive mentioned article 9 of 
national law |4 of 1973 which requires the various ministries to submit 

a preliminary estimate of expenses to the Ministry of Finance in September, 
prior to the beginning of the fiscal year Article 10 of the same law, 
which te also mentioned in the directive, authorizes the Miniatry of 
Finance iteelf to estimate these expenses on the basis of each ministry's 
budget for the current year, in the event that any ministry faile to 

submit ite own estimated budget. 


Article 15 ef law 14 (1973) requires the Minister of Finance to submit the 
proposed national budpet, together with a report, to the cabinet for 
approval by the end of October of each year, 


fhe Ministry of Finance has set 6 September as the final date for submis- 
sion of each mintetry's budget proposal for fiscal year 1981, Each 
minietry cust send specific schedules regarding the first section showing 
job vacancies up to the date on which the budget is prepared. Each 
miniatry suet aleo send any announcement of new job openings for fiscal 
year 1981, which has been distributes to the various relevant offices and 
divisions of each miniatry, to the Ministry of Finance and Industry. 


The Min.ietry of Finance muet be furnished with details about each minis- 
trv'e fixed investment projects. Additional copies of these details-- 
whether the projects involved have already been started or new--must be 
sent to the Minietry of Planning, whose representatives will be present 
at the dlecuseton of the projects. A separate budget will be calculated 


for the firaet section, for jobs in each agency or division, in accordance 
with the organizational etructure exiscing under the budget of fiscal 
year (989. The secheduies of total expenses showing the total proposed 


pudeet for each minietry will then be calculated. 
Expense 1idelines 


The venereal directive noted that the Ministry of Finance will prepare a 
report on revenue following contacts with the other ministries and con- 
cerned agencies. This repo«. will be completed by the end of August. 


fhe report on revenue will be prepared in accordance with articles 2 and 
1 of national taw 14 (1973), which call for an estimate of the various 
types of revenue. The principles of the estimate include a comparison 

f the previous year's estimates and the reasons for any possible dif- 
ferences between the two years. 


fhe general directive called on all ministries to carry out their revenue 


estimates on ecientific principles, basing them on lest year's actual 
revenue, without overestimating. 
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With regard to current practices, the general directive called for fol- 
lowing general expenditure guidelines and commitment to definite rules 
concerning expenditures, ao that coats for required goods and services 
my be reduced to an appropriate level, 


Ordering Priorities 


In crder to achteve these goale the general directive called for prepara- 
tion of the budgete in such a way as to clearly show expenditures for 
every service on the basis of economic studies and research through 
analyses of the actual results of budget implementation in previous years, 
using criteria which lead to the achtevement of economic growth. 


Budget estimates must also be linked to the apportionment of funds to 
every type of program, so that the desired goals can be achieved by pre- 
paring the budget in conformity with these programs. The ministries 
must indicate priorities relating to their requirements according to the 
importance of their programs, An explanation of these priorities must 
be included, 


The budget proposals submitted by the ministries must be based on a care- 
ful study of their programs. Total funds appropriated for ali programs 
must be equivalent to the total of the first, second and third sections 

of the budget. Investment programe must add up to the total of the fourth 
section, 


in preparing the estimates for the national budget for fiscal year 1961, 
principles related to each section of the budget must be complied with. 


The Ministry of Finance and Industry has assured ail the ministries 

that it is alwaye ready to help them and answer any inquiries. It 

also emphasized the necessity of providing the required statements and 
data mentioned in the general directive, so that the necessary steps can 
be taken to submit the final version of the proposed national budget 
within the time specified in the constitution and law. Thus, the 
various ministries could operate under the new budget at the beginning 
of January 1961, 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


LOCAL FOOD PRODUCTION DATA REVIEWED 
Dubai AL=-BAYAN in Arabic 2 Aug 80 p 2 


[Article by ‘Ali Lashin: "Food Security in the UAE: Local Production 
Supplies 37 Percent of Consumer Requirements; 643,000 Tons of Food Are 
imported by Merchants Annually") 


Text!) in a epectal statement to AL-BAYAN, Hamad ‘Abdallah Salman, 
deputy minister of agriculture and fisheries, said that the ministry is 
sincerely trying to help the UAE become self-sufficient in food, 


He said, “The contribution of the ministry is currently about 37 percent. 
According to etatistics for 1978--which we have right here--the country's 
net imports of foodstuffs amounted to more than 643,000 tons. This 
represents about 63 percent of all available food that year. During 

the same period local production amounted to about 243,000 tons." 


The minister added, "If we examine the individual figures we find that 
they represent the principal food groups. This wil! become clear in the 
accompanying table. 


“From the table, it is clear that the Ministry of Agriculture's local 
production meets 20 percent of the country's requirements for livestock 
and meat. 


"It also meets 38 percent of the country's requirements for eggs and dairy 
products; 29 percent of its fruit and vegetable requirements; 88 percent 
of ite fish requirements; and 60 percent of its fodder requirements. 

These percentages are not bad." 


Salman added, “There are actually several kinds of vegetables grown in 

the UAE in which we are self-sufficient during the peak growing seasons. 
There is even a surplus of these which can be exported. They were actually 
exported to certain neighboring Arab countries during the last year. These 
crops include tomatoes and watermelon. There are great and encouraging 
possibilities for raising the local production capacity of many other kinds 
of produce, if new production projects are carried out, or if large-scale 
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projects to fatten and raise livestock, such as cows, are introduced, If 
a plan for production is devised, the locally produced portion of the 
nation's food needs can be raised to more than 57 percent of the country's 
actual requirements, through pioneering projects and by allocating the 
necessary funds," 


Salman continued, "There is no way to avoid importing from abroad certain 
food items, su ‘\ as wheat, rice, sugar, tea, spices, coffee, vegetable 
oils, preserved foods and certain types of fruit which cannot grow in 
our country's climate. However, the UAE has lately been encouraging 
increased production of wheat in the al-'Awhah production project in 
al-'Ayn. This project has proved successful to the point that it may 
forecast general application of this type of production. But it remains 
dependent on the possibility of providing the necessary water and modern 
irrigation technology which is currently being employed on this project, 
in addition to reclaiming additional wide areas of land for this kind of 
production. 


"President Zayid has given orders to use an additional 5,000 hectares for 
growing wheat (two crops a year). 


"Nevertheless, the fact of the matter is that the UAE is not able to 
produce all of its requirements of these strategic goods. 


"Implementation of joint projects for the production of grains and fodder 
in the UAE and the Arabian Peninsula will play an important part in 
insuring food security for the nations of the region, with respect to 
products which are an important source of food for the citizens. They 
represent a positive step towards achieving comprehensive food security 
in this connection." 


The deputy minister concluded, "If we examine post-1978 development we 
find that the UAE acquired new actual productive capacity, particularly 
in the area of meat, chicken and egg production. 


"Local production of beef and dairy products is expected to rise once the 
project of the Arab Livestock Company in Ras al-Khaymah is completed. 
Production of dairy products is expected tc rise by 3,500 tons and meat 
production is expected to rise by 1,200 tons. Moreover, production at 
other dairy farms in the UAE is expected to rise. 


"As far as fruits and vegetables are concerned, vegetable production 
amounted to 83,000 tons. The increased production from greenhouses and 
the employment of modern methods of irrigation and farming helped to 
provide many vegetables for the longest possible period of the year. 


"In its 1980 pian, the ministry has attempted to implement a collective 
farm project and a fruit farm project in Daba which will play an impor- 
tant part in our becoming more self-sufficient through local production. 


59 





"In addition, it has encouraged the farmers to build greenhouses, use 
the drip irrigation system, and modernize irrigation networks through a 


systematic program of agricultural loans and funding support that have 
been allocated this year," 


Table 


Local Production 
as a percentage 











of total Local 
Food Item consumption — Total Imported Production 

Meat and 

livestock 20 48.9 39.1 9.8 
Eggs and 

diary products 38 65.7 42,2 23.5 
Fruits and 

vegetables 29 411.0 291.8 119,2 
Fish and 

fish products 88 72.8 8.4 64.4 
Fodder 60 44.2 17.8 26.4 
Total 37 642.6 399.3 243.3 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRLEFS 


DIPLOMATIC INSPECTION BUREAU--Abu Dhabi, Sept. 24 (WAM): The objectives 

of the recently-established inspection bureau are achievement of good per- 
formance and coordination among the headquarters departments and diplomatic 
missions abroad, according to the Foreign Ministry. The bureau comprises 

a president, a permanent secretary and several diplomats. It is respon- 
sible for inspecting the Ministry's tasks and compiling periodical reports 
on the Ministry's performance. Such reports will be submitted to the Minis- 
try's Under-Secretary. The president of the inspection bureau alone is 
entitled to assess the performance of the head of diplomatic missions. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary in the Foreign Ministry, Abdul Rahim Mohamed, 
has been promoted as Ambassador and has been assigned the task of super- 
vising the bureau. [Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 25 Sep 80 

p 3) 


TRIPOLI SCIENTIFIC GROUP INVITATION--Abu Dhabi, Sept. 26 (WAM): The UAE 
has been invited by the Arab Organisation for Administrative Science to 
attend a scientific meeting scheduled in Tripoli from November 1 to 20. 
The UAE has also been invited by the @rganisation's General-Secretariat 

to attend the meetings of the Organisation's Executive Council scheduled 
in Amman from November 9. The agenda includes a review of the Organisa- 
tion's plan for 1981, the projected budget for the same year, the appoint- 
ment of an assistant-general director for the Organisation and discussion 
of several issues submitted by the Organisation's General-Secretariat. 
[Text] [Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 27 Sep 80 p 3] 
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